p 

unit/ 


r  Published  monthly  by  the 

New  York  State  Education  Department 


BULLETIN  416 


SEPTEMBER    1907 


New  York  State  Library) 


*  u 


A 


4  Division  of  EdticaLtional  Extension 


Bulletin  46 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES    16 

REPORT    ON    PUBLIC   LIBRARIES,   TRAVELING 

LIBRARIES,  TRAVELING  PICTURES 

AND  STUDY  CLUBS 


1906 


PAGE 

Organization,  staff  and  expendi- 
tures    563 

Libraries     under     State     super- 
vision    564 

Inspection 566 

Money  allotments    567 

Traveling  libraries  573 

Traveling  pictures   575 


PAGE 

Study  clubs   576 

Library  progress    577 

Legislation  1906  596 

Library  meetings  602 

New  York  Library  Association  602 

Local  associations    608 

Index 6li 


ALBANY 

NEW    YORK    STATE    EDUCATION    DEPARTMENT 
1907 


Lp33m-Jl7-i200 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 
EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT 
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With  years  when  terms  expire 
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1 91 5  Albert  Vander  Veer  M.D.  M.A.  Ph.D.  LL.D.    -  Albany 

1911  Edward  Lauterbach  M.A.  LL.D.       -        -        -  New  York 

1909  Eugene  A.  Philbin  LL.B.  LL.D.         -         -    .     -  New  York 

1 91 6  Lucian  L.  Shedden  LL.B.  -       '-        -        -  Plattsburg 
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Andrew  S.  Draper  LL.B.  LL.D. 
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Slate  Library,  Albany,  N.Y.  May  21.  1907 

Hon.  Andnw  S.  Draper 

Commissioner  of  Education 
Dear  sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  and  recom- 
mend for  pubUcation  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Division 
of  Educational  Extension  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906. 
This  division  was  not  under  my  supervision  during  the  period  cov- 
ered by  the  report,  but  for  the  sake  of  continuity  in  the  series  it 
seems  best  to  issue.it  as  a  supplement  to  the  report  of  the  State 

Library. 

Very  respectfully 

Edwin  H.  Anderson 

Director 
State  of  New  York 
Education  Department 

commissioner's  room 

Approved  for  publication  this  ijth  day  of  June  1907 

Commissioner  of  Education 
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As  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Educational  Extension,  I  report  on 
pubHc  libraries,  traveling  libraries,  traveling  pictures  and  study 
clubs  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906  as  follows: 

Organization,  staff  and  expenditures 

Till  December  31,  1905  the  work  of  the  division  was  in  charge  of 
Melvil  Dewey  as  Director.  From  that  time  the  work  for  public 
libraries  was  under  my  immediate  charge  as  inspector  and  that  for 
traveling  libraries,  pictures  and  study  clubs,  under  Myrtilla  Avery, 
assistant;  both  sections  being  under  the  general  supervision  of 
First  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Education,  Howard  J.  Rogers. 

Asa  Wynkoop  was  appointed  July  i,  1905  subinspector  of  public 
libraries.  Two  of  our  clerks  were  transferred  to  the  Division  of  Vis- 
ual Instruction  with  the  collection  of  lantern  slides  March  i,  1906.- 
With  these  exceptions  the  staff  was  the  same  as  the  previous  vear.. 
Expenditures  for  this  division  were  as  follows:  cash  grants  to  pub- 
lic libraries,  $27,000.18,  books,  binding,  pictures,  lanterns  and  slides, 
$7596.26.  In  addition  $938.82  was  spent  for  books  from  the  special 
appropriation  for  traveling  libraries  for  charitable  institutions. 
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Libraries  under  State  supervision 
Charters  and  transfers.     During  the  year   i   provisional  and  6 
absolute  library  charters  were  granted.      10  provisional  charters 
previously  granted  were  made  absolute.     3  charters  were  amended, 
one  by  placing  the  power  to  elect  trustees  in  the  hands  of  members 
of  the  corporation  instead  of  an  outside  body  and  two  by  changing 
the  corporate  name.     3  library  transfers  were  approved. 
The  following  tables  give  details  regarding  each  library : 
Library  charters  Oct.  i,  1905-Sept.  30,  1906 


No. 


Postoffice 


Corporate   name 


Volumes 


Property 


Absolute  charters 

1  I    Bronxville Bronxville  Public  Library.  .  i    700 

2  Lake  George ....    Caldwell-Lake     George     Li- 

j  I        brary i   800 

3  I  Pine  Hill Henry  and  Clara  W.  Morton 

'  I        Memorial  Library 1  1675 

4  Rouse  Point.  .  .  .     Rouses  Point  Dodge  Memo- 

rial Library \    

5  Upper  Jay Wells  Memorial  Library.  .  .  . '    

6  Wallkill '.  .  .     Wallkill  Public  Library !  i   300 


$1  000  . . 
5  650  .. 

9  525  •. 

II  500  .. 
I  280  . . 
I  143  10 


Provisional  charters  mcuie  absolute 

1  Alden Alden  Free  Library 

2  Aurora Aurora  Public  Library 

3  Bolton  Landing .     Bolton  Free  Library 

4  Canaseraga Essential  Club  Free  Library. 

5  '  Essex Essex  Free  Library 

6  Fairport Fairport  Public  Library .... 

7  ;  Frankfort Frankfort  Free  Library 

8  Lowville Lowville  Free  Library 

9  j  Palmyra Palmyra    King's    Daughters 

1  [       Free  Library. 

[o  Ticonderoga.  ...    Ticonderoga  Public  Library. 


700 
596 
000 
071 
898 
893 

524 
200 


195 
660 


1  368  37 

2  661   90 

3  664  20 
I  274  . . 
I  994   16 

1  771   47 

2  409  90 
I  712   69 


10   505   86 


Scio. 


Provisional  charter  for  five  years 
I   Scio  Free  Library ' 


42 


285   70 


Charters  amended 

Canaseraga Charter  of  Essential  Club  Free  Library  amended  so  as 

to  provide  for  election  of  trustees  by  membe.-s  of 
I  corporation,  by  substituting  the  words  "  members 
of  the  corporation,  one  each  year  to  serve  five 
I  years,"  for  the  words  "  Essential  Club,  one  or  two 
j  each  year,  as  vacancies  occur,  to  serve  three 
j       years" 

Interlaken Name   of    Farmer   Free    Library    changed   to    Inter- 

j       laken  Free  Library 
Seneca  Falls ....     Name  of  Seneca  Falls  Library  Association  changed 
!       to  Mynderse  Library 
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Library  transfers  approved  Oct.  i,  1905-Sept.  30,  1906 


No. 


From 


To 


Volumes 


Bd  of  Education  un.  sch.  dist 
no.  3.  Eastchester 

DeWitt  C.  Hay  Library  Asso- 
ciation   

Houghton  Seminary 


Bronxville  Public  Library. 

Caldwell-Lake  George  Li- 
brary   

Kirkland  Town  Library, 
Clinton 


I    700 


Approval  of  acceptance  of  library  gifts.  In  accordance  with 
section  36  of  the  University  law,  two  acceptances  of  conditional 
gifts  for  library  buildings  were  approved  by  the  Regents  under  seal 
and  recorded  as  follows: 


Date  of  approval 


Library 


Donor 


Amount 


Dec.    14,    1905 


Patchogue  Library I   Andrew  Carnegie.  .         $10  000 

Ticonderoga       Public       Li- 
brary  j  "  5   000 


Libraries  in  the  University.  The  number  of  libraries  holding 
University  charters  has  been  increased  by  7.  There  are  now  251 
independent  libraries  in  the  University,  2  maintained  by  institutes 
and  I  by  a  museum. 

Registered  libraries.  10  libraries  already  incorporated  or  in 
charge  of  corporations  were  added  to  the  University  register.  This 
includes  7  new  branches  in  the  City  of  New  York.  The  present 
number  of  registered  libraries  not  incorporated  by  the  Regents  and 
including  branches,  is  141,  which,  added  to  254  chartered  and 
admitted  libraries,  brings  the  whole  number  of  libraries  in  direct 
relations  with  this  division  up  to  395,  of  which  133  are  in  cities,  228 
in  other  places  of  over  300  population  and  34  in  places  with  less 
than  300  population. 


566  NEW  YORK  STATE  LIBRARY 

Libraries  registered  Oct.  i,  1905-Sept.  30,  igotf 


No. 

Postoffice 

Name 

Volumes 

Property 

I 

Brooklyn 

Brooklyn      Public     Library, 

De  Kalb  branch 

I  I 

000 

$125    soo 

2 

" 

Brooklyn      Public     Library, 

Greenpoint  branch 

10 

200 

134  000 

3 

" 

Brooklyn      Public     Library, 

Winthrop  branch 

2 

H>q 

3    200 

4 

Chatham 

Chatham  Public  Library .... 

4 

500 

21   575 

S 

Cohoes 

Cohoes  City  Library 

5 

000 

4  600 

6 

Hamilton 

Colgate  University  Library . 

40 

000 

140  000 

7 

Long  Island  City. 

Queens     Borough      Library, 

Elmhurst  branch 

3 

000 

^4  000 

8 

New  York 

New  York    Public   Library, 

Kingsbridge  branch 

3 

Soo 

^2   800 

Q 

" 

New    York    Public    Library, 

96th  St.  branch. 

10 

000 

q8  000 

10 

" 

New   York    Public    Library, 

135th  St.  branch 

10 

000 

q8  000 

Inspection 

Libraries  visited.  During  the  year  363  libraries  in  57  counties 
were  visited  by  Inspector  William  R.  Eastman,  Subinspector  Asa 
Wynkoop  and  Miss  Corinne  Bacon,  instructor  in  the  Library  School. 

The  inspector  gave  3  public  addresses  in  the  interest  of  libraries, 
and,  in  addition  to  25  lectures  to  the  State  Library  School  in  regular 
course,  lectured  13  times  to  other  library  schools  at  Pratt  Institute, 
Chautauqua,  Drexel  Institute  and  Asbury  Park. 

Library  round  tables.  The  inspectors  again  acting  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  New  York  Library  Association,  planned  and 
carried  on  29  librar}^  "  round  table  "  meetings  distributed  in  all 
parts  of  the  State.  By  this  plan  librarians  were  brought  together 
in  small  groups  for  informal  consultation  and  mutual  instruction. 
These  meetings  were  attended  by  402  persons  representing  194 
libraries  and  proved  extremel)'-  interesting  and  profitable. 

Certificates  of  approved  circulation.  10  certificates  of  approved 
circulation  were  issued  to  as  manv  libraries  and  branches. 
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Certificates  of  approved  circulation  Oct.  i,  1905-Sept.  30,  1906 


No. 


Name  of  library 


1  Albany  Free  Library } 

2  "  Pine  Hills  branch [ 

3  Albany,  Union  Free  Library 

4  Albany,  Young  Men's  Association  Library •■ 

5  j  "                                          Pruyn  branch . . ! 

6  Albanv,  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Library ! 

7  Camden  Library  Association 

8  Essex  Free  Library I 

9  j   New   York,    Young   Men's    Benevolent  Association   Free 

Circulating  Library ' 

[o       Phoenicia  Free  Library 


Certified 
circulation 
for  one  year 

30 

000 

20 

000 

54 

000 

60 

000 

68 

500 

II 

000 

18 

500 

3 

250 

135 

000 

I 

000 

Money  allotments 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1906,  308  allotments 
of  public  library  money  were  made  to  298  libraries.  The  sum  of 
$27,000.18  was  paid,  and  included  12  applications  amounting  to 
$1070  brought  over  from  the  previous  year.  This  shows  an 
increase  of  27  libraries  receiving  aid  and  $2760.27  paid. 

If  funds  had  permitted  the  payment  of  all  approved  applications 
up  to  $200  as  allowed  by  rule,  the  total  would  have  been  $33,778  03 
or  $6777.85  in  excess  of  the  actual  allotments. 

The  following  tables  show  monthly  payments  and  amount  given 
to  each  library. 

Public  library  allotments 


Date 


No.  of 
allotments 


Asked   in  sums 
of  $200  and  less 


Allotted  in 

sums  of  $100 

and  less 


1905 — Oct.  4 
Nov.  I 
Dec.  6 
Dec.   26 

1906 — Jan.  29 
Feb.  27 
Mar.  29 
Apr.  30 
May  31 
June  28 
July  26 
Sept.  21 

Total 


58 

31 
18 

85 
15 
17 
15 

10  j 

'^  i 

12  ! 

21  j 

13  i 


$6  846  45 
3  on  60 
I  628  80 

II  830  . . 

I  305  • • 

I  742  49 

I  252  50 

906  54 

1  19s  50 
813  76 

2  095  . . 
I  150  39 


798 
480 


8  2- 


20  [ 

342  49 
152  50 
762  54 

095  50 
813  76 
695  .  . 
050  39 


308   $33  778  03    $27  000  18 
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33 


34 


Libraries  receiving  allotments  Oct 

1  Adams  Free  Library .  .    Sioo 

2  Addison      Public      Li- 

brary         lOO 

3  Albany    Free    Library 

(2     branches) 200 

•  4  Albany,     Union     Free 

Library 100 

5  Albany,    Young   Men's 

Association    Library 

(2  branches) 0400 

6  Albany,    Young   Men's 

Christian        Associa- 
tion Library 100 

7  Alden  Free  Library...      100 

8  Alexandria     Bay,  Hol- 

land Library 100 

9  Alfred     University    Li- 

brary        100 

10  Aliens    Hill    Free    Cir- 

culating Library. ...        20 

1 1  Almond  Twentieth  Cen- 

tury    Club     Library       50 

12  Amsterdam     Free     Li- 

brary        100 

13  Andover  Free  Library .   0200 

14  Angelica  Free  Library.      100 

15  Arcade  Free  Library.  .      100 

16  Arkport      Public      Li- 

brary          50 

17  Auburn,    Seymour    Li- 

brary        100 

18  Aurora       Public       Li- 

brary        100 

19  Baiting     Hollow     Free 

Library 25 

20  Ballston      Spa     Public 

Library 100 

2 1  Bay     Shore    Free     Li- 

brary          20 

22  Bayville        Free        Li- 

brary          20 

23  Belleville,  Philoma- 

thean  Free  Library.      100 

24  Belmont   Literary  and 

Historical        Society 
Free  Library 100 

25  Binghamton  Public  Li- 

brary       100 

26  Bolivar  Free  Library.  .      100 


I,  1905-Sept.  30,  1906 

27  Bolton   Free  Library.  . 

28  Boonville,  Erwin  Li- 
brary and  Institute . 

29  Brewster  Library 

30  Bridgehampton,  Hamp- 
ton   Library 

3 1  Bristol  Free  Library .  . 

32  Brockport  Normal 
School  Library 

Brocton,  Ahira  Hall 
Memorial    Library.  . 

Bronxville  Public  Li- 
brary   

35  Brooklyn,  Children's 
Museum  Library  of 
Brooklyn  Institute.  . 

36  Brooklyn  Public  Li- 
brary (25  branches) . 

37  Buffalo  Catholic  In- 
stitute Library 

38  Buffalo  Historical  So- 
ciety Library 

39  Buffalo  Public  Library 
(3  branches) 

Buffalo  University, 
Medical  Department 
Library 

Buifalo,  Women's  Edu- 
cational and  Indus- 
trial Union  Library. 

42  Camden  Library  Asso- 
ciation   

43  Canaan  Public  Library. 

44  Canandaigua,  Wood 
Library  Association. 

45  Canaseraga,  Essential 
Club  Free  Library.  . 

46  Canastota  Public  Li- 
brary   

47  Canisteo,  Wimodaugh- 
sian  Free  Library.  .  . 

48  Canton  Free  Library.  . 

49  Carmel  Literary  Union 
Library  

Catskill  Public  Library 
Cazenovia    Public    Li- 
brary   

Chatham  Public  Li- 
brary   


100   . 
100    . 


100    . 
25    • 


1500 


40 


41 


300 


50 
52 


25 
35 


25 


75 
100 

50 
100 


48  76 


a  For  two  years. 
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Libraries  receiving  allotments  Oct 

53  Cherry  Valley  Library.    $100 

54  Chester  Free  Library.  .  50 
5  5   Claverack  Free  Library 

and  Reading  Room.  50 

56  Clayton  Free  Library.  100 
5  7   Clinton ,  Kirkland  Town 

Library 100 

58  Cohoes  City  Library.  .  100 

59  Corning  Free  Library.  100 

60  Cornwall-on-Hudson 

Public  Library a  80 

61  Coxsackie  Free  Library     100 

62  Crown      Point,      Ham- 

mond Library 25 

63  Cuba     Circulating     Li- 

brary Association.  .  .      100 

64  Delhi  Free  Library.  .  .  .      100 

65  Dolgeville    Public    Li- 

brary       100    . 

66  Dover  Plains  Library.        23   4 

67  Dry  den,       South  worth 

Library 100 

68  Dunkirk  Free  Library.      100 

69  East    Chatham    Public 

Library 23 

70  East     Rockaway    Free 

Library 50 

71  Ellenville     Public     Li- 

brary .  .  .' 100 

72  Elmira,    Steele   Memo- 

rial Library 100 

73  Essex  Free  Library.  .  .      100 

74  Fairport      Public      Li- 

brary         80 

75  Fillmore,     Wide-awake 

Club  Library 50 

76  Fishers  Island  Library 

Association 100 

77  Fort     Plain     Free     Li- 

brary        100 

78  Frankfort  Free  Library      100 

79  Fredonia,  D.  R.  Barker 

Library  Association.      100 

80  Freeport    Public       Li- 

brary       100 

81  Friendship      Free      Li- 

brary       100 

82  Geneseo,       Wadsworth 

Library 100 


i»  1905-Sept.  30,  1906  {continued) 

83  Geneva  Free  Library .  .    $100 

84  Ghent  Public  Library.        75 

85  Glen    Cove    Public    Li- 
brary       100 

86  Glens  Falls,  Crandall 
Free  Library 100 

87  Gloversville  Free  Li- 
brary .  .  • 100 

88  Gowanda  Free  Library      100 

89  Granville  Free  Library      100 

90  Greenwich  Free  Li- 
brary         50 

91  Groton  Public  Library.      100 

92  Haines  Falls  Free  Li- 
brary        100 

93  Hamburg  Free  Library        75 

94  Hamilton,  Colgate  Uni- 
versity   Library  ....      100 

95  Hamilton  Public  Li- 
brary        100 

96  Hammondsport  Public 
Library 100 

97  Haverstraw,  King's 
Daughters'  Public 
Library 100 

98  Herkimer  Free  Library      100 

99  Highland  Falls  Library        55 

100  Homer,  Phillips  Free 
Library 100 

10 1  Honeoye  Public  Li- 
brary        100 

102  Hornell  Library  Asso- 
ciation        100 

103  Hunter  Public  Library       40 

104  Ilion  District  Library.      100 

105  Interlaken  Free  Li- 
brary        100 

106  Irvington,  Guiteau  Li- 
brary        100 

107  Jamestown,  James 
Prendergast  Library 
Association 100 

C08  Johnstown  Public  Li- 
brary        100 

109  Jordanville  Public  Li- 
brary          30 

110  Keuka  College  and  In- 
stitute Library 100 


a  For  two  years. 
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Libraries  receiviag  all3tin3at3  0:t. 

111  Kingston       City       Li- 

brar>^ $ioo    .  . 

112  Kingston,  Ponckhockie 

Public  Library- .....        25    . . 

113  Lake  Placid  PubUc  Li- 

bran,'  100   . . 

114  Lewiston  Free  Library     100   .. 

115  Liberty      Public      Li- 

brary         24  So 

116  Lockport     Public     Li- 

brary        100    . . 

117  Locust    Valley    Public 

Librar>- 35  39 

118  Long       Island       City. 

Queens  Borough  Li- 
brary (  r  i  branchesK    I 100    .. 

119  Marathon.  Peck  Memo- 

rial Library 100    .  . 

120  Massapequa,  DeLancey 

Floyd-Jones        Free 
Libran.' 65    .  . 

121  Massena   Librar\"   ....      100    .. 

122  Mattituck      Free      Li- 

brary-        roo    . . 

1 23  Middletown  Library- 100    .  . 

124  Millbrook      Free      Li- 

brary        100    .. 

125  Milton.      Sarah      Hull 

Hallock     Tpree      Li- 
bran.-          60 

126  Mohawk      Public      Li- 

brary          75 

127  Montour  Falls    Memo- 

rial Libran.' 100 

128  Mora\'ia.     Powers     Li- 

bran,'". .  .  .- ■. .      100 

129  Morristown  Public  Li- 

brary          5  c 

130  Morris\-ille  Libran.-...        >: 

131  Mount   Vernon    Public 

Library 103 

132  Xanuet  Public  Library  30 

133  Nassau  Public  Library  30 

134  Xew  Berlin  Libran.-.  .  .  75 

135  Xew     Rochelle   Public 

Libran,' roc 

136  Xe-.v  York.  Br\'son  Li- 
_         brary.  Teachers  Col- 
lege       100 


I,  1905-8 ?p:.  30,  1906  ^coHlinued) 

137  New      York.      Hudson 

Guild  Libran,- $100   . . 

1 38  Xew  York,  Maimonides 

Free  Library 100   . . 

139  Xew  York   PubUc   Li- 

brary, Circulating 
Department  (34 
branches) 3400   . . 

140  Xew  York.  Union  Set- 

tlement Library.  ...      100   .  . 

141  Xew  York.  Y.  M.  B.  A. 

Free  Circtdating  Li- 

brar\- 100    .  . 

142  Xew      York,  *~  Young 

Men's  Hebrew  As- 
sociation Libran-.  .  .      100   . . 

143  Xew  York.  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

Free  Circulating  Li- 
bran.-        100    .  . 

144  Newark     Free     Public 

Librani' 100    . . 

145  Xewark  Valley   Public 

Libran.' 100    . . 

146  Xewbvirgh,      Balm\-ille 

Free  Circulating  Li- 
brary         25    . . 

147  Niagara    Falls    Public 

Library 100   . . 

1 48  Xineveh      Public      Li- 

bran.'        100    .  . 

140  Xorth  Easton.  Burton 

Libran.- 57  49 

150  Xorth    Java    Free    Li- 

bran.'         50   . 

151  Xorth  Tonawanda  Pub- 

lic Library 100    . 

;  2   Xyack  Library loo   . 

; ;   Ogdensburg  PubUc  Li- 
brary        100    . 

154  Oneonta      Public     Li- 

brary          IOC     . 

155  Ossining      Public      Li- 

brary-   100  . 

:o  Oswego  City  Library .  .  100  . 

: ;  7  Oxford  Memorial  Li- 
brary   IQO  - 

15S  Oyster  Bay  Free  Li- 
brary   100  . 
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Libraries  receiving  allotments  Oct.  i,  igos-Sept.  30,  1906  {continued) 


159  Palmyra  Kinjj's  Daugh- 

ters   Free  Library.  .    Si 00 

160  Patchogue  Library.  .  .  .      100 

161  Penn    Yan    Public    Li- 

brary        100 

162  Philmont     Public     Li- 

brary        100 

163  Piemiont  Free  Library      100 

164  Pine  Bush  Library.  ...      100 

165  Pine    Plains    Free    Li- 

brary          50 

166  Plattsburg     Public   Li- 

brary        100 

167  Port    Henry,    Sherman 

Free  Library 100 

168  Port    Jervis    Free    Li- 

brary        100 

169  Port    Jervis,     Minisink 

Valley  Historical  So- 
ciety Library     

170  Port  Washington  Free 

Library  

171  Portchester  Library.  .  . 

172  Portville  Free  Library  . 

173  Potsdam      Public      Li- 

brary   and    Reading 
Room 

174  Red  Creek, Green  Wood 

Public   Library 

175  Red   Hook   Public   Li- 

brary   

176  Remsen,  Didymus 

Thomas  Library .... 

177  Rensselaer.       Bath-on- 

Hudson    Public    Li- 
brary  

r78   Riverhead  Free  Library 

179  Riverhead,        Roanoke 

Public  Library- 2 

180  Rockville  Center  Pub- 

lic   Library 10 

181  Rome,    Jervis    Library 

Association 10 

182  Round  Lake,  Woman's 

Round      Lake      Im- 
provement Societv 

Library 4 

a  For  two  years. 


50 


-  3 
100 


100     .   . 

62     50 
30      .  . 


100 

100 


183  Rouses     Point     Dodge 

Memorial  Library.  .  .    $100 

184  St    Johnsville  Free  Li- 

brary    0130 

185  Salem,  Bancroft  Public 

Library 100 

186  Saugerties  Public      Li- 

brary       100 

187  Schenectady  Free  Pub- 

lic Library 100 

188  Schenectad}',        Union 

Uni  versity  Library .  .      100 

189  Schuylerville    Free   Li- 

brary       100 

190  Scio  Free  Library 100 

191  Sea     Cliff     Public     Li- 

brary        100 

192  Seneca      Falls,       Myn- 

derse  Library 100 

193  Shelter    Island    Public 

Library 100 

194  Sherburne     Public    Li- 

brary        100 

195  Sidney  Public  Library .      100 

196  Sinclair ville     Free     Li- 

brary          23 

197  South     Dansville,     La- 

dies   Free  Library.  .        50 

198  Southampton,     Rogers 

Memorial  Library.  .  .      100 

199  Southold  Free  Library.      100 

200  Springville    Public    Li- 

brary        100 

201  Stockton,  Mary  E.  Sey- 

mour Memorial  Free 
Library 50 

202  Syracuse  Public        Li- 

brary (2  branches) .  .      200 

203  Theresa  Free  Library .  .      100 

204  Ticonderoga  Public  Li- 

brary   0200 

205  Tomkins    Cove    Public 

Library 100 

206  Tonawanda  Public  Li- 

brary        100 

207  Troy  Public  Library.  .      100 

208  Troy,  Young  Women's 

Association  Library .        5  5 
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Libraries  receiving  allotments  Oct.  i,  1905-Sept.  30,  1906  {concluded) 


209  Union  Springs,  Spring- 

port  Free  Library. . .      $90    . . 

210  Upperjay,  Wells  Memo- 

rial Library 100    .  . 

211  Utica  Public  Library .  .      100    .. 

212  Valois  Free  Library ...        7  5    •  • 

213  Walden  Public  Library     100    .. 

214  Walton,      William     B. 

Ogden  Free  Library .      100    .. 

215  Warrensburg,  Richards 

Library 100    . . 

216  Waterford    Public    Li- 

brary        100    . . 

317  Waterloo  Library  and 

Historical   Society.  .        84  20 

218  Watertown,  Roswell  P. 
Flower  Memorial  Li- 
brary       100   . . 


219  Waterville    Public    Li- 

brary      $100    . 

220  Waverly    High    School 

Library 100    . 

221  Wellsville     Public     Li- 

brary       100    . 

222  Westfield,        Patterson 

Library 100    . 

223  Westhampton  Free  Li- 

brary          60    . 

224  Westport   Library   As- 

sociation        100    . 

225  Yonkers      Public     Li- 

brary        100   . 

226  Yonkers,  Women's  In- 

stitute Library 100    . 


Total $27  000  18 


Support  of  free  libraries.  Of  the  395  public  libraries  connected 
with  this  division,  298  received  money  for  buying  books  during  the 
year,  at  an  average  of  $90.60  each.  There  are  20  Hbraries  which, 
for  various  reasons,  have  not  asked  for  State  aid.  Some  are  not  yet 
in  active  operation,  some  are  not-  free  to  the  public  for  circulation 
and  a  few  are  so  generously  supported  that  they  have  no  need  of 
help.     40  which  received  money  in  1905  did  not  apply  in  1906. 

The  reports  for  the  year  show  238  of  these  libraries  receiving 
money  from  local  taxation,  a  gain  over  preceding  years.  157 
approved  free  libraries  still  remain  uncared  for  by  their  towns. 

Out  of  45  cities  in  the  State,  7  paid  nothing  from  taxation  for  free 
libraries.  Last  year  10  were  so  reported.  7  of  the  remaining  38 
paid  less  than  $1000  each.  The  total  provided  by  tax  for  libraries 
in  the  cities  of  the  State  was  $1,025,086.35,  an  increase  of  $136,- 
969.31  over  the  previous  year.  But  an  increase  of  $153,227.81  is 
credited  to  the  City  of  New  York,  which  this  year  paid  $781,179.59 
for  this  purpose. 
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The   following  table   presents   a   summary   of  the  work   of  the 
Department,  for  public  libraries  since  1892. 

Statistics  of  work  for  public  libraries  1892-1906 


Year  ending  Sept.  30 


LIBRARIES 


ALLOTMENTS 


No. 


Amount 


1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Duplicates      and 
withdrawn .... 

Total 


25 
26 
24 
23 
17 
II 
21 
25 
23 
34 
22 
21 
18 
17 

78 


6 
10 

3 


231   23 


20 

15 
20 

9 
15 

7 
13 


13 
10 


27 
33 
.■54 
41 
38 
20 

37 
33 
36 
45 
27 
32 

31 
27 


20 

14 
18 

15 
4- 


4 

7 

14 

7 
5 


22 
26 
31 
74 
55 
55 
43 
37 
23 
10 


55 
62 

115 
134 
"5 
104 
140 
141 
151 
309 
330 
408 
209 
363 


141  395 


403  2  636  2  484 


40 

62 

86 

92 

146 

154 

183 

173 

200 

243 
245 
281 
271 
308 


$6  341  74 

10  351  92 

14  399  03 

13  746  44 

24  254  51 

24  536  66 

29  292  32 

26  891  43 

19  599  51 

22  767  49 

21  704  17 

24  048  14 

24  239  91 

27  000  18 


$289  173  45 


Traveling  libraries 

Number  of  volumes.  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Educational 
Extension  Division  September  30,  1906  was  78,795,  distributed  as 
follows : 

Libraries  for  general  reading  in  fixed  collections 10  095 

Subject  libraries  in  fixed  collections i   308 

General  lending  collection -  . .      67  392 

During  the  year  there  were  added  7950  volumes,  of  which  775 
were  used  for  traveling  libraries  in  fixed  collections,  1006  for 
traveling  libraries  for  charitable  institutions  and  the  remainder  for 
the  general  lending  collection  for  schools  and  study  clubs.  There 
are  now  59  selections  for  general  reading  in  fixed  groups,  of  which 
3  were  added  during  the  year,  nos.  57  and  59  each  consisting  of  50 
volumes  for  grown  people  and  no.  58  of  25  volumes  for  young 
people. 
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Use.     There  were  sent  out  in  traveling  libraries  during  the  year 
34,528  books  in  response  to  660  applications,  as  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table:  i 
Loans  of  traveling  libraries 


TO    WHOM   LENT 


Number  of 
libraries  sent 


Number  of 
volumes  sent 


Groups  of  taxpayers 16 

Public   libraries 24 

Public  schools 88 

Charitable  institutions 20 

Study   clubs 395 

Other  recorded  organizations '  48 


1  573 

2  05s 
4  163 
2   303 

19    157 
590 


Individuals '  69  688 


Total 660  34  528 

The  majority  of  these  libraries  remain  out  for  six  months  and 
though  they  are  counted  but  once  in  the  above  total,  their  actual 
circulation  is  probably  many  times  larger.  It  has  been  found  im- 
practicable to  keep  statistics  of  the  actual  circulation  of  books  in 
traveling  libraries. 

In  addition  to  the  loans  given  above  the  traveling  library  books 
are  in  constant  use  for  brief  loans  to  State  Library  borrowers  but 
as  these  are  charged  at  the  loan  desk  of  the  State  Library  no  sep- 
arate record  is  kept. 

The  former  practice  of  lending  libraries  in  fixed  groups  only,  to 
local  free  libraries  and  on  petition  of  taxpayers,  has  been  found 
unsatisfactory,  the  demands  in  different  places  varying  so  widely 
that  a  group  suited  to  one  place  was  rarely  exactly  adapted  to 
another.  We  have  therefore  during  the  year  given  the  privilege  of 
individual  selection  to  these  applicants.  Lists  of  approved  books 
are  supplied  and  selections  are  made,  usually  from  the  lists  provided, 
though  other  books  will  be  furnished  if  approved.  Not  more  than 
50%  of  fiction  is  included  in  these  libraries.  There  was  last 
year  a  marked  increase  in  the  demand  for  books  on  agriculture,  a 
subject  in  which  previously  there  has  been  little  interest.  We  have 
also  been  asked  to  supply  the  farmers'  wives  with  small  house 
libraries.  These  were  selected  by  the  Cornell  Extension  Depart- 
ment, The  recent  attempts  to  guide  study  in  the  numerous 
mission  clubs  connected  with  churches  has  resulted  in  a  demand  for 
traveling  libraries  which  include  a  study  of  the  histor3^  manners, 
customs  and  native  religion  of  various  countries  as  well  as  the  work 
of  missionaries. 
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Charitable  organizations.  An  appropriation  of  $  1 200  for  traveling 
libraries  for  State  charitable  institutions  was  made  last  year  and 
2303  books  were  sent  to  the  following: 

Western  House  of  Refuge  for  Women,  Albion 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home,  Bath 
Reformatory  for  Women,  Bedford 
Training  School  for  Girls,  Hudson 
State  Custodial  Asylum,  Newark 
Women's  Relief  Corps  Home,  Oxford 
State  Industrial  School,  Rochester 
State  Custodial  Asylum,  Rome 
i         Institution  for  Feeble-minded  Children   Syracuse 

Hospital  for  Crippled  and  Deformed  Children,  West  Haverstraw 

The  plan  provides  for  changing  the  books  every  six  months,  but 
the  time  limit  is  not  insisted  upon  if  the  institution  wishes  to  keep 
the  books  longer.  The  selection  of  books  is  made  in  each  case  by 
the  Division  of  Educational  Extension,  but  is  based  on  lists  or 
suggestions  received  from  the  various  institutions.  The  superin- 
tendent of  each  institution  is  asked  to  designate  one  of  the  employees 
to  act  as  librarian. 


Traveling  pictures 

For  pictures,  lanterns  and  slides  $2618.88  was  spent.  On  March 
I,  1906,  the  entire  collection  of  36,099  slides  and  14  lanterns,  with 
the  accompanying  apparatus  and  the  system  for  lending  slides,  was 
transferred  to  the  Division  of  Visual  Instruction. 

On  September  30,  1906  our  collection  included  1645  wall  pictures 
and  24,199  photographs  mounted  on  11  x  14  inch  cards.  There 
were  added  during  the  year  54  wall  pictures  and  2533  photographs. 

Use.  782  wall  pictures  were  lent  in  response  to  75  applications 
and  12,380  photographs  in  response  to  179  applications  as  follows: 


Organization 


Study  clubs 

Libraries 

Schools 

Other     recorded     organiza 
tions 

Total 


Applications 


92 

9 
58 


179 


Photographs      Apphcations 


5  557 

599 

5  720 

504 


12  380 


19 
51 


75 


Wall  pictures 


10 

155 
607 


782 
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Several  attempts  to  interest  children  in  the  wall  pictures  were 
reported  during  the  year  and  a  few  essays  written  by  school  children 
at  Sherman  were  sent  to  the  Department  for  inspection.  The  work 
was  under  the  supervision  of  the  members  of  a  woman's  club,  who 
borrowed  the  pictures  and  talked  to  the  children  about  them.  The 
essays  were  based  on  these  talks  and  those  sent  in  were  very  credit- 
able, one  of  them  being  a  very  intelligent  description  of  Guido 
Reni's  Aurora  by  a  boy  of  nine. 

In  response  to  a  demand  for  larger  pictures  than  the  photographs, 
for  study  club  and  classroom  work,  there  were  sent  out  a  number  of 
portfolios  and  unframed  wall  pictures  in  addition  to  the  mounted 
photographs.  These  were  sent  as  special  loans,  transportation  both 
ways  being  paid  by  the  borrowers. 

Study  clubs 

On  September  30,  1906,  there  were  765  registered  study  clubs, 
of  which  about  635  were  active.  An  examination  of  the  work  done 
by  registered  clubs  during  the  10  years  of  their  registry  shows  a 
tendency  to  grow  away  from  the  lighter  subjects,  such  as  travel, 
description  and  general  subjects  of  literature,  toward  more  serious 
study  of  limited  periods  of  history,  literature,  art  and  science. 
Some  clubs  making  a  consecutive  study  of  Shakspere,  having  long 
ago  disposed  of  the  mere  reading  of  the  plays,  now  concern  them- 
selves with  a  study  of  the  ethical  and  sociological  problems  involved, 
textual  criticism  and  comparisons  with  other  great  pieces  of 
literature.  In  history  the  disposition  for  serious  study  is  shown 
by  the  constant  tendency  to  limit  the  period  to  be  studied,  one  club 
spending  a  year  on  Florence  in  the  time  of  Dante.  Various  socio- 
logical questions  of  present  interest  have  been  taken  up.  There  are 
a  few  countries,  such  as  Italy  and  Holland,  whose  history  and 
civilization  are  of  perennial  interest  to  study  club  workers.  The 
demand  for  others  is  intermittent,  for  instance  Japan,  which  during 
the  period  of  the  Japanese  war  was  in  constant  demand,  is  for  the 
moment  scarcely  called  for  at  all.  India,  which  a  few  years  ago  had 
a  vogue  and  for  several  years  was  not  called  for,  last. year  taxed  our 
resources  to  the  utmost  on  account  of  the  Young  People's  Mission- 
ary Movement.  There  are  other  subjects  of  ephemeral  interest, 
which  for  no  very  clear  reason  become  popular  in  club  work.  At 
present  the  modern  drama  is  in  unusual  demand,  the  works  of  Ibsen, 
Sudermann,  Hauptmann,  Maeterlinck,  Rostand,  D'Annunzio, 
Shaw  and  Stephen   Philhps  being  so  much   called  for  that  the 
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customary  time  limit  has  been  curtailed,  in  order  to  avoid  undue 
duplication. 

A  new  form  of  study  club  arose  during  the  past  year  in  ministers' 
organizations  of  the  various  cities  or  counties.  These  organizations 
are  for  the  study  of  sociological  as  well  as  religious  subjects  and 
after  outlining  a  course  suitable  for  registration,  borrow  a  traveling 
nbrary  to  circulate  among  the  members.  This  work  is  theoretically 
more  far-reaching  than  that  of  the  ordinary  study  club,  as  the  re- 
sults are  given  out  again  by  the  ministers  to  their  various  parishes. 

House  libraries.  The  system  of  house  libraries,  which  was  started 
two  years  ago,  has  made  some  advance  during  the  past  year,  but  is 
not  yet  popular  in  the  rural  districts  for  which  it  was  intended. 
Perhaps  the  fee  of  $i  is  prohibitive  in  farming  communities,  but 
the  records  show  that  these  house  libraries  are  used  mainly  by 
students  remote  from  large  libraries,  who  need  special  collections 
of  books  on  that  account. 

Library  progress 

Comparative  summaries.  In  the  following  table,  totals 'of  reports 
made  to  the  Department  by  1266  libraries  of  200  volumes  or  more 
are  compared  with  totals  of  similar  reports  since  1892. 

The  column  of  circulation  includes  not  only  free  public  circula- 
tion but  the  issue  of  books  to  subscribers,  members,  students  or 
other  limited  classes  of  borrowers. 

Comparative  summary  of  all  libraries  reporting  1893-1936 


NO.   OF 
I.IBR.ARIES 


VOLUMES 


Added 


Total 


CIRCUL.\1I0N 


1893 
1894 

1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
I9OI 
1902 

1903 
1904 

1905 
1906 


600 
704 

806 

869 

938 

985 

I  035 

I   137 

I   137 

I   160 

I   140 

I  243 

I  266' 


225  195 

246  751 

258  741 

296  498 

324  687 

373  615 
441  964 

483  551 
616  941 

464'  751 
435  898 
456  904 
488  996 
552  292 


851  943 
'^2>2>   378 

392  999 
647  661 
934  889 

393  106 
846  519 
217  980 
796  241 
975  540 
415  376 
700  367 
164  686 


8  890  485 


136 

619 

156 

008 

814 

248 

»  372 

8  760 

10  227 

10  984 

11  839 

12  219 

13  266 

14  902 


602 
178 
744 
402 
470 
249 

678 

735 
625 
828 
458 
779 
359 
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In  the  next  table,  the  statistics  of  free  lending  libraries  only  are 
given.  These  include  305  school  libraries  reported  free  to  the 
public,  but  not  registered  as  public  libraries.  Reports  from  a  few 
public  libraries  are  lacking. 

Free  lending  libraries  1893- 1906 


LIBRARIES 


CIRCULAT.O.NT 


No. 


Volumes 


Total 


Per  dav        ^^^  '■°°° 
^"  <^^y      population 


Per 


1893 
1894 

1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 

1905 
1906 


238 
293 

351 

375 
408 

431 
460 

529 
550 
555 
573 
65s 
678 


849 

995 

2 

293 

861 

6 

285  : 

352 

269 

049 

869 

2 

766 

973 

7 

581  ! 

425 

263 

127 

199 

3 

146 

405 

8 

620 

483 

279 

3^3 

299 

3 

933 

623 

10 

777 

604 

300 

44t) 

874 

4 

904 

793 

13 

438 

753 

339 

755 

03b 

6 

439 

999 

17 

644 

989 

367 

979 

319 

7 

395 

527 

20 

262 

135 

373 

2 

187 

125 

8 

452 

445 

23 

157 

163 

387 

2 

425 

260 

9 

232 

b97 

25 

350 

270 

381 

2 

598 

472 

10 

063 

703 

27 

571 

38s 

387 

2 

804 

628 

10 

897 

126 

29 

855 

;oo 

390 

3 

108 

3^5 

II 

347 

802 

31 

089 

56: 

365 

3 

437 

876 

12 

086 

816 

33 

115 

663 

352 

3 

645 

662 

13 

835 

639 

37 

906 

715 

380 

Growth.]  jThe  libraries  reporting  were  1266,  or  23  more  than  the 
previous  year.  The  ^additions  of^new  books  were  63,296  more. 
The  totaljnumber  of  volumes  was  increased  by  72.5,799  or  nearly  9% 
and  their  circulation  by  1,635,580  or  12%,  reaching  the  large  total 
of  14,902,359. 

The  table  of  free  lending  libraries  shows  an  addition  for  the  year 
of  23,  an  increase  of  207,786  volumes  or  6%  and  an  advance  of 
1,748,823  in  circulation  or  14%,  an  average  daily  increase  of  4791, 
which  is  the  highest  rate  of  increase  reported  in  any  year  for  this 
State. 

The  total  free  circulation  was  13,835,639.  a  daily  average  of 
37,906  and  about  if  volumes  for  each  inhabitant  of  the  State. 
Each  book  was  issued  on  an  average  of  35  times.  In  New  York 
city  the  average  circulation  was  5^  times. 

Libraries  in  cities.  In  the  45  cities  of  the  State,  containing  by 
the  census  of  1905,  5,700,675  inhabitants  or  70%  of  the- total  popu- 
lation of  the  State  there  are  2,499,408  books  in  the  free  circulating 
libraries,  or  an  average  of  100  books  for  every  228  inhabitants.  In 
1 1  cities,  including. "^New  York,  the  supply  of  books  is  below  this 
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average.  In  34  cities  it  is  above  the  average.  The  library  circula- 
tion in  cities  was  11,741,573,  again  of  1,631,436  or  16%  for  the  year 
As  compared  with  population  this  circulation  was  at  the  rate  of  2 
books  for  each  inhabitant.  As  compared  with  the  books  available, 
every  100  books  was  issued  469  times.  In  this  respect  New  York  city 
is  above  the  average. 

While  the  city  circulation  was  11,741,573  for  5,700,675  inhab- 
itants, the  circulation  outside  of  cities  for  2,366,633  inhabitants 
was  2,213,109  This  indicates  that  70%  of  the  population  of  the 
State  living  in  cities  use  84%  of  the  books,  and  while  in  the  cities 
each  inhabitant  had  2  books,  in  the  country  each   had  less  than  i. 

But  the  library  facilities  are  by  no  means  equal  in  all  the  cities. 
Cortland  has  no  free  library,  though  there  is  a  good  subscription 
library  free  for  reference.  Other  cities  have  no  adequate  provision. 
Some,  as  Cohoes,  Little  Falls,  Olean,  Oneida  and  Watervliet. 
depend  on  their  school  libraries  for  books  for  all  their  people.  7 
cities.  Corning,  Cortland,  Geneva,  Hudson,  Jamestown,  Rochester 
and  Watervliet,  report  nothing  paid  by  taxation  for  free  libraries, 
Of  those  paying  less  than  $500  Cohoes  reports  $300,  Ithaca  $200, 
Olean  $250,  Oneida  $367.97  and  Tonawanda  $400  paid  during  the 
year.  It  should  be  added  that  within  a  month  after  this  report 
was   rendered,  Olean  voted  an  annual  library  tax  of  $3000. 

The  average  tax  per  volume  of  circulation  was  8f  cents,  almost 
precisely  the  same  as  last  year.  Kingston,  New  Rochelle,  New 
York,  Niagara  Falls,  Poughkeepsie,  Syracuse,  Utica  and  Watertown 
paid  somewhat  more  than  the  average  per  volume.  All  other 
cities  paid  less. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  free  library  report  for  each  of  the 

45  cities. 

Free  libraries  in  cities  1906 


Population  1  Volumes  in 
in  1905       free  libraries 


Circulation 


Library  taxation 
for  1906 


Tax  per 

vol.  of 

circulation 


Albany 

Amsterdam j  23 

Auburn 1  31 

Binghamton 42 

Buffalo '  376 

Cohoes 24 

Corning i  13 

Cortland 11 

Dunkirk I  15 

Elmira 34 

Fulton 8 

Geneva !  12 

Gloversville I  18 

Hornell I    '    13 

Hudson 10 

Ithaca 14 

Jamestown 26 

Johnstown 9 

Kingston j  25 

Little  Falls 11 

Lockport 17 

Middletown I  14 

Mount  Vernon...]  25 

Newburgh !  26 

New   Rochelle  .  .  .  I  20 

New  York 4  013 

Manliattan .  .  .  .  2  112 

Bronx |  271 

Brooklyn i  358 

Queens 198 

Richmond 72 

Niagara  Falls.  ...  26 

North  Tonawanda  10 

Ogdensburg 13 

Olean 10 

Oneida 8 

Oswego 22 

Plattsburg 10 

Poughkeepsie.  ...  25 

Rensselaer 10 

Rochester 181 

Rome 16 

Schenectady 58 

Syracuse j  117 

Tonawanda |  7 

Troy I  76 

Utica '  62 

Watertown 25 

Water  vliet 14 

Yonkers 61 


374 

943 
422 
036 
587 
183 

515 
272 
250 
687 
847 
249 
672 

259 
290 

615 
160 

845! 
556] 

I22i 

552; 
516 
006 
498 
480' 
781 
380 
630! 

686 
240 

845i' 
560 

157' 
179; 
1631 
420! 

572 
184 

379 

715 
666 
562 
387; 
503 
904 
910' 
934! 
447| 
600 
716 


59  144 

292  963 

$11  goo  . 

.!   $. 

04 

8  124 

50  142  . 

2  500  . 

05 

50  106 

46  265 

3  000  . 

06^ 

17  057 

130  776 

7  500  • 

o5i 

223  312 

I  172  377 

76  615  47 

ob  + 

5  086 

20  396 

300  . 

01^ 

10  824 

,   12  806  . 

8  285 

35  431 

3  000  . 

o8i 

"  517 

49  924 

2  500  . 

05 

5  375 

17  384 

745  • 

04i 

9  323 
23  670 

2  6  c  ? 

45  738, 

3  000  . 

o6i 

14  365 

25  940 

I  500  . 

05^ 

5  193 
24  401 

44  015 

200  . 

00  + 

32  433 
13  769 

4t  679 

2  500  . 

06 

6  935 

30  015, 

3  048  . 

10 

7  800 

20  245 

I  060  . 

o5i 

9  450 

40  233 

I  100  . 

02i 

II  085 

59  866 

2  800  . 

o4ff 

15  355 

102  452 

6  500  . 

06^ 

35  791 

77  347I 

4  443  60 

o5i 

17  573 

86  117 

8  250  . . 

09^ 

1  399  932 

8  171  069 

781  179  59i 

09i 

726  820 

5  074  032! 

415  981  20 

o8t 

3  697 
567  123 

5  847, 

2  745  827I 

a L  .  -  . 

309  388  . 

.1 

iii 

94  760 

345  363 

55  810  3 

9 

i6s 

7  532 
15  712 

? 

a    . 

84  001 

8  270  . 

09k 

7  179 

28  084, 

2  000  . 

o7.i 

13  209 

27  397 

2  000  . 

. 

o7i 

4  661 

3  000, 

250  . 

. 

08^ 

6  036 

8  422 

367  9 

7^ 

o4i 

12  085 

10  337 

750  • 

o7i 

6  960 

38  006 

I  725  • 

. 

o4i 

42  169 

93  377 

9  800  . 

10^ 

4  777 

25  2901 

I  000  . 

04 

58  237 
13  907 

28  496 

40  596 

I  500  . 

°^l 

^5  143 

61  227 

5  000  . 

. 

08ir 

139  962 

147  536 

30  o8j  7 

2 

.205 

5  478 

12  997 

400  . 

. 

•  03 

41  033 

75  030 

2  500  . 

•  03^ 

43  407 

131  729 

20  000  . 

■i5i 

17  638 

72  100 

8  300  . 

•Hi 

I  865 
24  045 

162  718 

7  500  ■ 

.04I 

Total 15  700  6752  499  408  II  741  573  $1  025  086  35   $.o8i 


a  Included  in  Manhattan  Borough. 
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New  York  city.  It  is  always  interesting  to  study  the  rapid 
development  of  library  work  in  our  largest  city.  In  the  boroughs  of 
Manhattan,  Bronx  and  Richmond  the  free  circulation  reached 
5,079,879,  an  increase  of  919,019  for  the  year.-  In  Brooklyn  the 
total  shown  is  2,745,827,  an  increase  of  502,761.  In  Queens  the 
circulation  reached  345,363,  an  advance  of  32,182.  The  total 
circulation  for  the  city  was  8,171,069,  an  increase  of  1,453,962  01 
2i|%  for  the  year. 

The  reported  increase  of  books  was  38,377  in  Queens,  55,339  im 
Brooklyn  and  518  in  Manhattan,  Bronx  and  Richmond.  The  last 
item,  which  seems  very  strange  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  New 
York  Public  Library  in  its  circulating  department  added  88,885 
books,  is  partly  explained  by  the  dissolution  of  the  Maimonides 
Library  with   85,657  books 

The  New  York  Public  Library  now  has  in  its  36  branches  a  little 
more  than  half  a  million  books,  and  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library  in 
its  25  branches  has  only  a  little  less,  while  the  Queens  Borough 
Library  has  92,960  books  in  its  14  branches,  but  these  branches  are 
in  places  where  the  population  is  by  no  means  so  crowded  as  in 
the  other  boroughs.  The  New  York  branches  average  15,700  books 
each.  The  Brooklyn  branches  average  19,000  books,  or,  if  the 
great  collection  at  the  Montague  branch  were  left  out,  the  average 
would  be  12,000.     The  Queens  Borough  branches  average  6640. 

Outside  of  these  3  great  borough  libraries  there  are  now  onlv  3 
free  circulating  libraries  in  the  city  which  have  more  than  10,000 
books.  These  belong  to  the  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and 
Tradesmen,  the  Pratt  Institute  in  Brooklyn  and  the  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association  of  New  York.  None  of  these  libraries  receive 
any  money  aid  from  the  city.  A  number  of  small  libraries,  belonging 
mostly  to  associations  and  settlements,  continue  to  do  good  work 
each  in  its  own  neighborhood. 

The  whole  city  paid  $781,179.59  from  taxation  for  free  libraries 
in  addition  to  even  larger  amounts  spent  from  the  Carnegie  fund  for 
buildings.  The  increased  tax  for  the  year  was  $153,227.81  or  24%. 
addition  to  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Details  of  volumes  and  circulation  are  in  the  table  which  follows^ 
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Volumes  and  circulation  of   free  lending  libraries  in  New  York  city 
July  1,  1905- June  30,  1906 


NAME    OF    LIBRARY 


VOLUMES  CIRCULATION 


Manhattan,  Bronx  and  Richmond 
New  York  Public  Library,  Circulating  Department 

(36  branches) 5^5  482 

Young  Men's  Benevolent  Association  Free  Circulat- 
ing Library 4  948 

Young  Women's  Christian  Association  Free  Circulat- 
ing Library ,  33  165 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and    Tradesmen's  Li-| 

brary 100  369 

Union  Settlement  Library 3  °49 

Hudson  Guild  Library 2  700 

Madison  Square  Church  House  Library 3  5°^ 

High  Bridge  Free  Library '. i  342 

Bethany  Memorial  Circulating  Library 2  075 

De  Witt  Memorial  Library 2  576 

Foreign  Missions  Library 8  948 

Kiverdale  Library  Association 2  355 

New  Brighton,  Staten  Island  Academy  Library 7  532 


Total 


Brooklyn 
Brooklyn  Public  Library  (2 5  branches) . 

Pratt  Institute  Free  Library 

Hartnett  Free  Library 

Public  School  no.  119  Library 


4   752   628 


151    223 
89   801 

35  069 
17  151 
10  898 
8  826 
4610 
4  442 
2  550 
I  444 
I    237 


738  049 


476    969 

85    869 

3   025 

I   260 


5  079  879 


2   579  068 

155  613 
8  050 
3   096 


Total !     567  123 

Queens 

Queens  Borough  Library  (14  branches) , 

Jamaica  High  School  Library 


Total . 


567  123 

2  74S  827 

92  960 
I  800 

344  038 
I  325 

94  760 

345  363 

Summary 

Boroughs  of  Manhattan,  Bronx  and  Richmond j  738  049  5  079  879 

Borough  of  Brooklyn    j  567   123  I  2   745  827 

Queens |  94   760  '        345  363 


Total. 


I  399  932      8  171  069 


Libraries  in  villages.  Outside  the  cities  we  find  that  most  of  the 
larger  villages  have  public  libraries,  but  the  number  of  books  is  not 
always  in  proportion  to  the  population.  Catskill,  with  5294 
inhabitants,  has  6604  books  while  Cazenovia,  with  1756  population, 
has  10,878  books. 
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A  summary  of  library  conditions  in  30  selected  villages  having 
active  public  libraries  is  given  below. 

Library    statistics    for    1Q06,    of    30    villages   in    New  York   having  in  1Q05 
an  average  population  of  2943 


Population 


Volumes 
in  library 


Circulation       Library  tax 


Salaries 
paid 


Bath-on-Hudson . 

Camden 

Canastota 

Canton 

Catskill 

Cazenovia 

Chatham 

EUenville 

Fairport 

Fort  Plain 

Frankfort .  , 

Freeport 

Glen  Cove 

Homer 

Irvington  

Moravia 

Oxford 

Patchogue .  .     .  .  . 

Potsdam 

Riverhead 

Rockville  Center. 

Saugerties 

Schuylerville .  .  .  . 

Sidney 

Solvay 

Springville 

Walden 

Warsaw 

Watkins 

WellsviUe 


2  504 

3 

400 

14  000 

2  420 

3 

530 

19  395 

3  244 

4 

967 

13  150 

3  083 

4 

674 

20  254 

5  294  j 

b 

604 

26  490 

£   756   - 

10 

878 

16  218 

2  090 

5 

401 

9  988 

2  872 

4 

842 

27  143 

2  598 

I 

893 

8  562 

2  596 

2 

210 

5  354 

2  870 

3 

116 

9  811 

4  012 

3 

043 

6  835 

3  75° 

5 

289 

7  470 

2  536 

3 

202 

13  913 

2  480 

5 

772 

17  092 

I  489 

5 

349 

13  743 

I  865 

5 

397 

II  606 

3  446 

3 

243 

21  284 

4  162  1 

4 

591 

14  839 

2017 

I 

805 

6  112 

2  648 

3 

725 

13  423 

3  833 

5 

328 

18  451 

I  529 

2 

515 

7  947 

2  532 

3 

35b 

7  910 

4  196 

4 

447 

9  565 

2  230  1 

6 

225 

19  760 

3  737 

I 

455 

10  976 

3  196 

3 

213 

6  157 

2  957  i 

4 

374 

8  293 

4  353 

7 

204 

8  548 

5500 

500 

300 

SOO 

780 

200 

552 
725 

200 
200 

300 
350 
450 
750 

000 

500 

700 
000 
200 

500 

400 

625 

500 
200 
000 

300 

400 

200 
300 
SOO 


$169 

180 
834 
253 

[   016 
260 

385 

300 
50 

100 

100 
162 

105 
315 
896 
208 
176 

217 
418 

100 

271 

200 
241 
120 
960 

175 
132 

500 
104 


Libraries  in  small  places.  It  is  sometiaiss  urged  that  a  com- 
munity of  less  than  400  or  500  people  is  too  small  to  maintain  a 
public  librar}^  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  Of  the  254  libraries  chartered 
and  admitted  by  the  University  since  1892,  58  are  in  places  of 
leb"s  than  500  population.  Statistics  of  these  places  and' libraries 
are  given  in  the  following  table. 
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Free  libraries  in  places  of  less  than  500  population 


Population 
in  1900 


Volumes 
in  library 


Annual 
circulation 


Aliens  Hill 

Arkport 

Baiting  Hollow 

Bay  ville 

Bolton  Landing 

Bristol 

North  Easton 

Canaan 

Claverack 

Collins 

Grahamsville 

Mas  ;apequa 

New  Hampton 

Remsen 

East  Chatham 

Fishers  Island 

Ghent 

Gilbertsville 

Glenhaven 

Red  Creek 

Haine;  Falls 

Harrietstown 

Poplar  Ridge 

West  Hebron 

Hillview 

Hilton 

Hunter 

Jordanville 

Keene  Center 

Keene  Valley 

Keuka  Park 

South  Dansville 

Stockton 

Morristown 

Joshua's  Rock 

Nanuet 

Nassau 

Newfield 

Nineveh 

North  Java 

Northville 

Phoenicia 

Pine  Hill 

Pleasant  Vall;y 

Pocantico  Hills 

Roanoke 

Roxbury 

RusBell 

Griffin  Coraers 

South  Otselic 

South  Salem 

Springfield  Center 

Thousand  Island  Park . 

Van  Etten 

Vernon 

Wadhams  Mills 

Westhampton 

Whallonsburg 


Total . 


242 
450 
300 
250 
200 
164 
128 
290 
321 
200 
2go 
184 
300 
38Q 
270 

324 
332 
476 

480 

155 
26 

173 
452 
115 
486 

431 
224 

165 

343 

48 

173 
461 
466 
20 
400 
418 
378 
33  7 
320 

325 
354 
425 
438 
1 10 
200 
418 
411 

365 
402 

125 

350 
100 

474 
380 
200 
170 
174 

16  652 


629 

350 

349 

807 

2  194 

I  077 

I  663 

1  603 

2  340 
I  092 

1  124 

2  137 
650 

915 

1  613 

2  228 
I  416 
I  804 
I  448 

412 

I  600 

225 

1  982 
496 

3  376 

2  500 
I  151 

1  358 
085 

2  074 

4  400 
964 

2  240 

I  707 

700 

1   976 

I  137 
I  488 

I  307 
673 
748 

I  072 

I  983 
I  666 
I  528 

508 
I  657 

481 
I  690 

850 
I  617 

688 
I  024 

603 
I  711 

580 
I  614 

345 

79  154 


774 

600 

315 

2 

696 

4 

079 

I 

314 

4 

030 

2 

300 

2 

724 

I 

913 

I 

129 

I 

963 

2 

251 

2 

606 

I 

700 

3 

720 

I 

528 

3 

676 

I 

345 

114 

4 

500 

320 

713 

739 

912 

2 

475 

2 

292 

I 

462 

4 

000 

I 

708 

3 

000 

I 

477 

2 

778 

I 

361 

586 

2 

283 

5 

000 

2 

023 

3 

005 

803 

266 

I 

008 

I 

700 

4 

968 

849 

491 

3 

738 

I 

316 

3 

227 

I 

015 

I 

400 

I 

177 

5 

000 

1 

000 

2 

554 

760 

2 

530 

I 

055 

116  268 
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The  average  population  of  these  58  places  is  287. 

The  average  number  of  books  in  each  library  is  1365. 

The  average  annual  circulation  of  each  is  2005. 

The  per  capita  supply  of  books  to  the  population  is  4.8. 

The  per  capita  circulation  is  7. 
To  equal  these  averages,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Utica 
Public  Library,  or  the  circulating  department  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library  to  increase  their  present  circulation  3  fold,  and 
to  increase  their  supply  of  books,  the  former  7  fold  and  the  latter 
17  fold,  which  means  that  the  libraries  in  these  small  hamlets  are 
doing  three  times  the  amount  of  work  in  proportion  to  population 
that  is  done  by  the  great  city  library,  or  by  the  medium  sized  city 
library. 

Places  without  public  libraries.  Outside  of  the  cities,  there  are 
9,0  places  in  the  State  having  a  population  of  over  300  (census  of 
1900).  Of  these,  228  have  free  public  libraries.  240  have  school 
libraries  (free  for  circulation  but  generally  very  little  used  by  the 
public).  482  places  of  more  than  300 population  are  without  library 
privileges;  these  are  distributed  by  counties  as  follows: 


Suffolk 3 

Erie 2 

St  Lawrence 2 

Ulster I 

Oneida i 

Jefferson i 

Steuben i 

Nassau i 

Orange i 

Sullivan i 

Westchester i 

Rockland i 

Cattaraugus i 

Chautauqua i 

Lewis I 

Livingston i 

Niagara i 

Onondaga i 

Rensselaer i 

Wayne. .  . 1 

Dutchess 

Greene 

Wyoming 

Cayuga 

Columbia 

Delaware 

Madison 

Broome 


Franklin .  .  . 
Oswego  .... 
Washington. 

Albany 

Clinton 

Herkimer.  .  . 
Montgomery 
Ontario .... 

Otsego 

Schoharie .  .  . 
Allegany .  .  . 
Chemung.  .  . 

Monroe 

Saratoga .  .  . 
Tompkins .  . 
Chenango .  .  . 
Cortland .  .  . 
Fulton 


7 

7 

7 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

4 

4 

4 

Schuyler 4 

Tioga 

Warren , 

Yates , 

Orleans , 

Hamilton 

Putnam 

Schenectady 

Seneca 

Genesee 


34  places  of  less  than  300  population  have  free  public  libraries 
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Geographic^distribution  of  free  lending  libraries  by  counties 


Population 
in  1905 


No.  of 

li- 
braries 


Volumes  in 
libraries 


Volumes 
per  1000 
popula- 
tion 


Total 
circulation 


Circular 
tion  pe 

1000 
popula" 

tion 


Albany 

Allegany 

Broome 

Cattaraugus  . 

Cayuga 

Chautauqua  . 
Chemung .  .  .  . 
Chenango. .  .  . 

Clinton 

Columbia.  .  .  . 

Cortland 

Delaware  .  .  .  . 
Dutchess .  .  .  . 

Erie 

Essex 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Genesee 

Greene 

Hamilton.  .  .  . 
Herkimer.  .  .  . 
Jefferson .  .  .  . 

Kings 

Lewis 

Livingston.  .  . 

Madison 

Monroe 

Montgomery . 

Nassau 

New  York.  .  . 

Niagara 

Oneida 

Onondaga.  .  . 

Ontario 

Orange 

Orleans 

Oswego 

Otsego 

Putnam 

Queens 

Rensselaer.  .  . 
Richmond .  .  . 
Rockland.  .  .  . 
St  Lawrence . 

Saratoga 

Schenectady . 
Schoharie . .  .  . 

Schuyler 

Seneca 

Steuben 

Suffolk 

Sullivan  .  .  .  .  , 
Tioga 


171 

43 
72 
66 

65 
96 

51 
36 

47 
42 
29 
46 
81 

473 
32 

47 
42 

35 
31 
4 
53 
80 

358 
26 
36 
39 

239 
49 
69 

384 

84 

139 

178 

52 
108 

31 
70 
48 

14 
198 
122 
72 
45 
90 
62 
71 
25 
15 
25 
81 


34 
26 


497 
257 
282 
196 

309 
880 
600 
783 


503 
788 

633 
700 

452 
012 

330 
878 
130 
gi2 
856 

459 
686 

643 
450 
690 

434 
928 

477 
010 

744 
341 
441 
689 
267 

323 
no 
209 
169 
240 
637 
845 
032 

045 
658 

334 
294 
122 

315 
814 
653 
795 
907 


15 
13 

7  ' 
20 
10 
26 

7 
13 

6 
10 

3 

9 
12 

23 
16 

ID 

7 


17 

29 

6 

5 
16 
12 

7 
17 
47 

6 

23 
19 
14 
18 

7 
10 
16 

5 
15 
7 
3 
9 
13 


5 
4 
5 
14 
23 
5 


69  981 
34  093 
22  186 

29  771 

66  124 

88  192 

16  095 

32  794 

12  599 

21  269 

9  663 

19  850 

63  747 

257  198 

31  257 

16  774 

40  487 

25  948 


408 
788 
307 
450 
012 
910 
312 
889 
266 
496 
328 

424 
781 

543 
963 
357 
956 
723 
393 


45  239 
39  138 

568  040 

6  981 
24  883 

30  873 
70  810 
20  836 

.38  133 
372  522 

38  647 
136  019 
162  340 

31  953 
85  316 
16  453 
27  353 
37  540 

7  770 
94  760 
51  576 
19  661 
22  225 
29  500 
27  230 
16  632 

5  941 
6372 

15  919 

46  366 

50  245 

4  999 
2  I  207 


840 
486 
411 
.262 
683 
780 
296 
417 
549 
576 
456 
976 
910 
606 
788 
525 
390 
779 
548 
478 
421 
270 

494 
328 

435 
233 
235 
42 1 
629 
567 
615 
144 
788 


320  082 

64  231 

136  590 

38  018 
73  698 

220  365 
52  759 

59  914 
43  299 
41  229 
22  783 

39  636 

134  365 
219  780 

60  218 
21  342 

89  776 
50  288 
39  623 


I  866 

I  485 

I  890 

574 

1  128 

2  27s 
I  022 
I  629 

916 
962 
772 

847 

1  646 

2  575 

1  856 

454 

2  121 
I  401 
I  273 


123 

800 

2 

399 

112 

881 

I 

403 

2  748 

707 

2 

023 

20 

802 

78X 

39 

786 

I 

092 

46 

372 

I 

168 

48 

644 

203 

68 

258 

I 

367 

63 

618 

916 

4  987 

566 

2 

093 

159 

064 

I 

877 

235 

240 

I 

688 

174 

402 

977 

38 

993 

740 

217 

343 

2 

007 

35 

601 

I 

137 

3b 

722 

524 

59 

338 

I 

2,3-1 

12 

678 

895 

345 

363 

I 

742 

124 

892 

I 

018 

103 

258 

I 

417 

60 

454 

I 

342 

74 

474 

827 

57 

393 

916 

90 

726 

I 

272 

2 

520 

100 

19 

553 

I 

293 

25 

052 

990 

64 

481 

788 

108 

844 

I 

333 

9 

141 

263 

64 

375 

2 

393 
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Geographic  distribution  of  free  lending  libraries  by  counties  (concluded) 


COUNTIES 


Tompkins.  .  . 

Ulster 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westchester 
Wyoming. .  . 
Yates 


Population 
in  1905 


No.  of 

li- 
braries 


34  151 

86  660 

31  935 

47  376 

48  564 
228  950 

31  355 

19  408 


6 
10 

6 
14 
II 
22 

7 

3 


Volumes  in 
libraries 


Volumes 
per  1000 
popula- 
tion 


Total 
circulation 


39  884 

24  728 

21  737 

31  253 

23  474 

113  842 

26  309 

13  167 


285 
681 
660 
483 
497 
839 
678 


67  244 

84  668 

50  728 

54  682 

37  415 

498  056 

30  127 

23  425 


Circula- 
tion per 

1000 
popula- 
tion 


969 

977 
588 

154 
770 

175 
961 
207 


Total. 


8  067  308   711   4  338  121    0538   13  954  682  ai   730 


a  Average  per  1000  of  population. 


Administration.  The  following  libraries  report  that  classification 
or  cataloguing  or  both,  and  in  some  cases  a  complete  reorganization 
is  in  progress  or  completed: 

Arcade  Red  Hook 

Brooklyn,  Hartnett  Troy 

Locust  Valley  i    West  Point,   United  States  Military 

Norwich,  Guernsey  Academy 

Oswego  1    West  Winfield 


The    following    libraries    have 
buildings  or  rooms : 

Brockport  Normal  School 
East  Chatham 
Fairport 
Frankfort 


better   accommodations    in    new 


Gowanda 
Honeoye 
Interlaken 
Lewiston 


Additions  of  furniture  or  fittings  have  been  made  to  the  following 
libraries : 


Clinton,  Kirkland  Town 

Cortland  Normal  School 

Haverstraw.  King's  Daughters' 

Montour  Falls 

Morristown 

Nassau 


New   York,    Young    Men's    Hebrew 

Association 
Newburgh,  Balmville 
Ogdensburg 
Rensselaerville 
West  Winfield 
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Traveling  libraries  from  the  State  have  been  used  by  the  following 
libraries  to  supplement  their  collections: 
Bedford  >    Lewiston 


Canajoharie,  High  School 
Canandaigua,  Union  School 
Canandaigua,  Wood 
Fort  Plain 


Malone 
New  Berlin 
Ogdensburg 
Olean,  Forman 


Franklinville  Pocantico  Hills 


Hempstead,  Subscription 
Jamestown,  James  Prendergast 
Katonah 
Le  Roy 


Richfield  Springs 

Somers 

Westfield 


Courses  of  free  lectures  have  been  held  in  the  following  libraries: 
Binghamton,  Fulton,  Pleasant  Valley,  Port  Jervis. 

Reading  rooms  have  been  added  by  the  Frankfort  and  Lewiston 
libraries. 

The  Amsterdam  Free  Library  reported  a  circulation  of  2915 
volumes  of  the  Bodley  Club,  for  which  it  charged  5  cents  per  volune. 

The  Seymour  Library,  Auburn,  received  for  the  first  time  from  the 
city,  the  full  amount  of  the  appropriation  agreed  upon  when  the  Case 
building  was  accepted,  the  equivalent  of  9  cents  for  each  volume  of 
circulation. 

The  Binghamton  Public  Library  has  received  an  added  appropria- 
tion of  $2500  for  the  extension  of  the  mezzanine  floor  and  the 
purchase  of  books.  A  loan  exhibition  was  held  during  the  year, 
with  an  attendance  of  3000. 

The  Pratt  Institute  Library,  Brooklyn,  and  the  James  Prender- 
gast Library,  Jamestown,  have  introduced  the  system  of  free  access. 

The  Buffalo  Public  Library  has  added  a  large  reference  room  by 
using  the  room  formerly  occupied  by  the  Art  Society  on  the  second 
floor.     The  open  shelf  room  has  also  been  enlarged. 

The  Camden  Library  has  established  deposit  stations  for  the 
circulation  of  its  books  in  seven  of  the  district  schools  of  the  town. 

The  Catskill  Public  Library  was  closed  during  a  part  of  the 
summer  on  account  of  the  appearance  of  smallpox  in  the  village, 
thereby  materially  affecting  the  circulation  for  the  year. 

The  Kirkland  Town  Library,  Clinton,  received  during  the  year 
1000  selected  books  transferred  by  the  Regents  from  the  Houghton 
Seminary  Library. 

The  Gowanda  Public  Library  has  extended  its  privileges  to  the 
tow^ns  of  Collins,  Persia  and  Perrysburg. 
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The  public  libraries  of  Herkimer  and  Ilion  have  opened  their 
reading  rooms  Sunday  afternoons  during  part  of  the  year. 

The  Lake  George  Public  Library  and  the  DeWitt  C.  Hay 
Library  Association  have  been  consolidated  into  a  new  organiza- 
tion to  be  known  as  the  Caldwell-Lake  George  Library.  A  lot  has 
been  donated  and  a  brick  building  is  now  in  process  of  erection. 

The  Millbrook  Free  Library  was  closed  for  several  weeks  on 
account  of  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria. 

The  Young  Men's   Benevolent  Association  Library,   New  York 
city,  reports  a  total  of  4948  volumes  and  an  annual  circulation  of 
151,223,  the  largest  ratio  of  circulation  to  the  number  of  books, 
shown  by  any  library  in  the  State. 

The  Schenectady  Free  Library  has  established  a  duplicate  pay 
collection  to  supply  the  demand  for  current  fiction.  A  charge  of  5 
cents  a  week  is  made  for  the  use  of  a  book  from  this  collection.  As 
the  demand  decreases,  superfluous  copies  from  the  collection  are 
sold.  From  these  sources  there  was  a  net  profit  during  the  year 
of $1482. 

The  Children's  Neighborhood  Library  of  Troy  has  been  moved 
into  the  building  of  the  Troy  Public  Library  and  is  now  being 
conducted  as  the  children's  department  of  the  latter. 

To  cooperate  with  the  Utica  Public  Library  in  strengthening  its 
technical  department,  a  societ}^  called  the  Industrial  Library  League 
of  Utica  has  been  organized,  and  during  the  year  has  contributed 
$880  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  periodicals  on  industrial  subjects. 

The  Yonkers  Public  Library  has  established  traveling  librax'ies  in 
six  engine  houses  of  the  city.  It  has  also  opened  a  special  reference 
room  for  public  school  teachers. 

Branches.     New  branches  have  been  opened  as  follows: 

Brooklyn  Public  Library 
Greenpoint  branch 
Winthrop  branch 


New  York  Public  Library 
Hudson  Park  bianch 


Queens    Borough   Library 
Bayside  branch 
Broadway  branch 
Ehnhurst  branch 
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New    buildings.     New    buildings    have    been    completed    and 
occupied  within  the  year  ending  September  30,  1906  by: 

Brooklyn  Public  Library  New  York   Public  Li- 

Flatbush  branch. .  .    Oct.  7,  1905  brary 

Greenpoint    branch  Apr.  7,  1906  :        Aguilar  branch.  ..  .    Nov.  29,  1905 

Prospect  branch ..  .    July  30,  1906  Hudson              Park 

South  branch Dec.  9,  1905               branch Jan.    24,  1906 

Dunkirk  Free  Library  Feb.  17,  1906  Muhlenberg  branch   Feb.  19.  1906 

Fulton  Public  Library  Feb.  23,  1906  St  Agnes  branch.  .  .    Mar.  26.  1906 

Gloversville    Free  Li- 

,  „  Ticonderoga       Public 

brary Dec.   i4>  1905  ^  ., 

^  T^  ,  Library Aug.  1 1,  1906 

•Jueens    Borough 

Library  Warsaw     Public     Li- 

Elmhurst  branch.  .    Mar.  31,  1906  brary July    7,    1906 

All  of  the  14  buildings  named  were  provided  by  gifts  of  Andrew 
Carnegie,  though  one  of  them,  the  Aguilar  branch  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library,  was  an  enlargement  of  a  library  building  already 
in  use. 

The  library  at  Gowanda  received  the  gift  of  a  house  valued  at 
$3150,  from  J.  S.  Torrance  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  The  library  at 
Morristown  also  came  into  possession  of  a  building. 


Librar}'  buildings  are  in  course  of  construction  at 


Flushing 

Lake  George 

New    York    (Main    building    and 

branches) 
Rouse  Point 


Syracuse,  University 
Upper  Jay 
West  Chazy 
West  field 
White  Plains 


Plans  are  in  progress  for  new  buildings  at 


Alban> 
Alfred 
Brooklyn 
Canton 


Jordan  ville 
Patchogue 
Remsen 
Riverhead 
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Gift 


Date  of  opening 


aAlfred,  University 

Amsterdam 

Binghamton 

Canastota 

Catskill 

Chathain 

Dunkirk 

Fulton 

Gloversville 

Griffin  Corners,  Skene  Memorial . 

Johnstown 

Kingston s.  .  . 

Mt  Vernon 

6New  York,  65  branches 

Niagara  Falls 

North  Tonawanda 

Nyack 

aOlean 

aPatchogue 

Penn  Yan 

Port  Jervis 

aRiverhead 

Schenectady 

Solvay 

Syracuse 

aSyracuse,  University 

Ticonderoga 

Warsaw 

aWhite  Plains. . .  .'. 

Yonkers 


$25 

2S 

000 

000 

Nov. 

2, 

1903 

75 

oco 

Oct. 

14. 

1Q04 

10 

000 

July 

I, 

1903 

20 

000 

June 

30, 

1902 

15 

000 

Sept 

I, 

1Q05 

2'> 

000 

Feb. 

17- 

1906 

I'^ 

000 

Feb. 

2S. 

1906 

50 

000 

Dec. 

14, 

1905 

5 

000 

1903 

2=; 

000 

May 

«, 

1903 

30 

000 

Feb. 

22, 

1904 

35 

000 

Nov. 

16, 

1904 

200 

000 

Dec. 

13- 

1902- 

date 

50 

000 

Apr. 

14, 

1904 

20 

000 

Dec. 

6. 

1904 

15 

000 

Feb. 

t6, 

1904 

25 
10 

000 
000 
000 

10 

June 

22, 

1905 

30 

000 

Oct. 

I, 

1903 

5 
50 

000 
000 

Oct. 

6. 

1903 

10 

000 

Aug. 

1905 

200 

000 

Mar. 

23- 

1905 

150 
7 

000 
000 

' 

Aug. 

1906 

12 

500 

July 

7- 

1906 

22 

500 

000 

50 

July 

q. 

1904 

a  Building  not  completed.  632  branches  opened  to  September  30,  1906. 

Gifts.  The  following  list  of  gifts  and  bequests  to  libraries  in 
the  State  is  made  up  partly  from  reports  to  this  division  and  partly 
from  a  report  to  the  American  Library  Association. 
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Library  Legislation  in  1906 

The  legislation  of  1906  relating  to  libraries  is  small  in  amount, 
but  is  not  lacking  in  significant  items.  Its  most  general  character- 
istic perhaps,  is  the  tendency  shown  in  different  states  to  accept 
principles  which  have  been  tried  and  proved  advantageous  in  other 
states,  a  direct  effect  of  the  study  of  comparative  legislation  which 
has  of  late  been  specially  emphasized.  Of  distinct  innovations  there 
are  none,  unless  the  provisions  in  the  Ohio  law  for  the  establishment 
of  county  library  systems  be  claimed  as  such. 

As  in  other  years,  the  matter  receiving  the  most  general  attention 
is  the  State  Library.  While  inost  of  the  items  relating  to  it  are  of 
a  routine  character,  there  is  evidence  even  in  these  that  it  is  receiving 
each  year  a  better  recognition  as  a  part  of  the  state's  economy, 
and  in  two  cases,  its  powers,  resources  and  efficiency  are  distinctly 
enlarged. 

The  principle  of  contract,  enabling  communities  to  hire,  for  a 
specific  consideration,  library  privileges  from  a  library  not  owned 
by  the  community,  a  principle  introduced  into  the  laws  of  New 
York  and  Wisconsin  in  1897  and,  since  then,  widely  adopted, 
receives  further  recognition  this  year  in  the  laws  of  two  states. 
The  subject  of  taxation  for  public  libraries  receives  attention  in 
Iowa  and  Ohio,  in  the  former  of  which  the  legal  rate  of  such  taxation 
is  advanced  for  communities  of  a  certain  size,  and  in  the  latter, 
provision  is  made  for  the  issuing  of  bonds  for  the  erection  of  library 
buildings.  The  state  making  the  most  decided  advance  during 
the  year  is  Virginia,  which  doubles  the  annual  appropriation  for 
State  Library  purposes,  confers  many  of  the  powers  of  a  library 
commission  on  the  State  Library  Board  and  appropriates  $7500  for 
the  establishment  of  a  system  of  traveling  libraries. 

The  following  is  a  summary  by  topics,  of  the  most  important  acts 
of  the  year: 

Library  commissions.  No  new  commissions  are  created,  but 
provision  is  made  for  enlarged  work  in  Massachusetts  and  Ohio.  In 
Massachusetts  the  principle  so  long  maintained,  that  state  aid 
should  be  confined  chiefly  to  moral  stimulus,  seems  to  have  been 
greatly  modified  if  not  abandoned,  and  the  commission  is  granted 
$2(  )o  a  year  for  the  material  aid  of  public  libraries.  Such  aid  is  to 
be  ^iven  chiefly  to  libraries  in  the  smaller  towns,  and  is  to  include 
gifts  of  books,  personal  visits,  instruction  of  librarians,  and  such 
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Other  help  as  the  commission  may  deem  advisable.  Ohio  authorizes 
the  commission  to  appoint  a  library  organizer  whose  duty  shall  be 
to  furnish  advice  and  information  to  persons  interested  in  library 
matters,  to  visit  the  public  libraries  of  the  state,  to  assist  in  promot- 
ing and  organizing  new  libraries  and  to  make  an  annual  report  to 
the  commission  of  the  library  conditions  of  the  state.  Virginia 
makes  the  State  Library  Board  a  quasi  library  commission  and 
intrusts  to  it  the  management  of  a  system  of  traveling  libraries. 

Founding  and  support.  In  Ohio,  library  boards  are  authorized 
to  issue  and  sell  bonds  to  provide  for  and  furnish  library  buildings 
subject  to  popular  vote.  The  total  issue  of  such  bonds  must  not 
exceed  3^  mills  on  the  dollar  of  assessed  valuation.  A  tax  not  to 
exceed  2^  tenths  mill  may  be  levied  to  provide  a  sinking  fund  for 
these  bonds.  Where  a  library  owned  by  a  private  association  offers 
its  privileges  free  to  the  public,  the  township  authorities  are  au- 
thorized to  levy  a  tax  of  ^  mill  to  compensate  the  association  for 
this  privilege.  In  case  such  library  shall  at  any  time  cease  to 
operate,  all  books  and  other  property  bought  with  the  proceeds  of 
this  tax  shall  revert  to  the  public.  The  law  of  1 902  is  also  amended 
enabling  boards  of  education  to  provide  free  libraries  for  townships 
as  well  as  for  cities,  villages  and  school  districts,  and  extending  the 
provisions  of  that  act  to  libraries  jointly  owned  by  two  or  more 
districts.  For  such  libraries,  a  tax  of  1  mill  may  be  levied  on 
each  district.  In  Iowa,  cities  or  towns  of  6000  population  or  less 
are  authorized  to  levy  a  library  tax  of  3  mills  on  the  dollar  for 
library  purposes,  instead  of  2  mills  as  formerly.  An  additional  tax 
of  3  mills  may  also  be  levied  in  such  communities  to  provide  a 
library  site  and  building.  Libraries  open  to  the  free  use  of  the 
public  not  less  than  three  days  a  week,  are  exempted  from  the 
collateral  inheritance  tax. 

Traveling  libraries.  New  Jersey  provides  for  traveling  libraries 
to  be  used  exclusively  in  the  penal  and  correctional  institutions  of 
the  state,  and  appropriates  $1000  for  putting  the  act  into  effect. 
Ohio,  which  holds  first  place  in  the  number  of  centers  reached  by 
traveling  libraries,  increases  the  annual  appropriation  for  this  work 
from  $8000  to  $9200.  Virginia,  in  reponse  to  a  strong  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor,  makes  provision  for  a  comprehensive 
system  of  traveling  libraries,  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Library 
Board.  These  libraries  are  to  be  loaned  to  any  public  school  in  the 
state  under  such  rules  as  the  board  may  prescribe.  Books  to  be 
used  for  school  libraries  must  be  approved  jointly  by  the  State 
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Library  Board  and  the  State  Board  of  Education.  $7500  is 
appropriated  for  inaugurating  the  system,  of  which  not  more  than 
$5000  may  be  used  the  first  year. 

Library  instruction.  Three  states  make  better  provisiorf  for 
library  instruction.  New  York  makes  its  first  direct  appropriation 
to  the  State  Library  School,  amounting  to  $7900  plus  any  part  of 
$3000  received  from  its  tuition  fees.  Ohio  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  state  officer  to  be  known  as  Library  Organizer, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  visit  libraries  and  give  advice  and  instruction  to 
any  persons  interested  in  library  work.  Massachusetts  makes  an 
appropriation  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  the  commission 
among  other  things,  to  provide  for  "  visits  to  libraries  "  and  "  the 
instruction  of  librarians." 

State  libraries.  New  York  passes  an  act  providing  for  the 
acquisition  of  a  site  and  for  the  erection  of  a  State  Educational 
Building  to  house  the  Education  Department,  including  the  State 
Library  and  the  State  Museum.  An  initial  appropriation  is  made 
of  $400,000  for  procuring  a  site  and  architectural  plans.  For  the 
combined  expenses  of  the  State  Library,  the  Library  School  and  the 
Educational  Extension  Division,  an  increase  is  made  in  the  appro- 
priation from  $136,488  to  $152,700.  $4000  of  this  increase  is  for 
public  library  allotments,  the  remainder  for  the  State  Library  and 
Library  School. 

Ohio  increases  the  annual  appropriation  to  the  State  Library 
from  $23,060  to  $24,140.  Maryland  provides  for  the  appointment 
by  the  Governor  and  Senate,  of  a  custodian  of  works  of  reference  at 
a  salary  of  $720  a  year.  The  Governor,  in  his  message,  urged  the 
importance  of  establishing  a  department  of  legislative  reference,  but 
no -action,  was  taken  beyond  that  noted.  Mississippi  creates  the 
office  of  Assistant  State  Librarian,  with  a  salary  of  $600  a  year. 
Virginia,  in  response  to  a  recommendation  in  the  Governor's  message 
that  larger  compensation  be  given  to  the  State  Librarian  and  his 
chief  assistant  and  that  legislative  sanction  be  given  to  the  plan  of 
the  librarian  for  rehabilitating  the  history  of  the  state,  increases 
the  annual  appropriation  for  State  Library  purposes  from  $7010 
to  $14,690. 

School  libraries.  The  only  general  act  on  this  subject  is  that  of 
Louisiana,  which  provides  that  when  $10  shall  be  raised  by  patrons 
and  friends  for  establishing  a  library  in  any  public  school  or  grade, 
a  like  sum  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  same  purpose  by  the  parish 
school  board;  or,  when  $5  shall  similarly  be  raised  for  the  enlarge- 


REPORT    ON    PUBLIC    LIBRARIES    I906  599 

ment  of  any  such  library,  the  school  board  shall  appropriate  not  less 
than  $5  nor  more  than  $15  for  the  same  purpose.  No  more  than 
one  appropriation  a  year  is  to  be  made  to  any  school  or  grade 
library.  Books  are  to  be  selected  from  lists  approved  by  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Education.  The  felonious  destruction  or 
removal  of  such  books  is  defined  as  larceny.  As  noted  under 
"  Traveling  libraries,"  Virginia  provides  for  the  supplying^of  books 
to  any  public  school  in  the  state  through  its  system  of  traveling 
libraries. 

Law  libraries.  Ohio  directs  that  county  commissioners  shall 
provide  rooms  and  bookcases,  together  with  light  and  heat,  for  the 
libraries  of  county  law  library  associations,  at  the  expense  of  the 
county.  Iowa  increases  the  annual  appropriation  to  the  law 
department  of  the  State  Library  from  $2500  to  $4000.  Numerous 
local  "acts  are  passed  in  New  York  relating  chiefly  to  appropriations 
for  Judicial  District  or  Supreme  Court  libraries.  No  clear  tendency  is 
shown  in  these  acts  as  they  reflect  local  need  or  influence  rathei; 
than  any  general  principle. 

Public  documents.  Massachusetts  appoints  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Comtnissioner  of  Public  Records 
and  State  Librarian,  to  investigate  the  use  and  distribution  of  state 
documents  and  to  report  to  the  next  Legislature.  Iowa  provides 
that  public  documents,  10  years  after  date  of  current  use,  shall  be 
put  in  the  care  of  the  State  Library  and  State  Historical  Depart- 
ment; they  are  to  be  classified,  labeled  and  calendared;  rooms  in 
the  new  Historical,  Memorial  and  Art  Building  are  to  be  set  apart 
and  equipped  as  a  Hall. of  Public  Archives.  An  appropriation  of 
$2000  a  year  for  three  years  is  made  for  carrying  the  act  into  effect. 

Contract  for  library  privileges.  Ohio  authorizes  county  com- 
missioners to  contract  with  anv  library  organization  for  the  free  use 
of  its  library  by  the  people  of  the  county,  and  to  levy  a  tax  not 
exceeding  ^  mill  to  meet  the  terms  of  the  contract.  Iowa  enacts 
that  county  supervisors,  township  trustees  and  city  or  town 
councils  may  contract  with  the  trustees  of  a  library  situated  outside 
their  civic  divisions,  for  the  free  use  of  such  library  by  the  district 
they  represent.  A  tax  of  i  mill  may  be  levied  for  meeting  the 
conditions  of  such  contract. 

Miscellaneous.  A  special  act  in  South  Carolina  is  of  general 
interest  as  indicating  a  possible  solution  of  the  race  problem  in 
library  legislation  in  the  vSouth.  This  act  provides  that  in  the  town 
of  Union,  where  a  Carnegie  Library  has  been  established  for  the 


600  NEW    YORK    STATE    LIBRARY 

white  race,  a  library  may  also  be  established  and  maintained  for 
the  colored  people,  in  case  the  latter  furnish  the  means  for  the 
building  and  its  equipment.  When  so  built  and  equipped,  "  a  just 
and  suitable  amount  "  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  aldermen  of 
Union  for  its  maintenance.  Ohio  authorizes  county  commissioners 
to  receive  gifts  and  bequests  for  the  maintenance  of  county  public 
libraries,  and  to  levy  a  tax  of  ^  mill  for  this  purpose.  Iowa  provides 
that  public  library  trustees  shall  have  entire  control  of  all  funds 
available  by  gift  or  otherwise  for  the  erection  of  library  buildings. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  statutes  by  states,  each  followed 
by  chapter  or  page  number  and  date  when  it  became  a  law : 

Iowa.  Public  library  trustees  shall  have  entire  control  of  all  funds  avail- 
able by  gift  or  otherwise  for  the  erection  of  library  buildings. 

County  supervisors,  township  trustees  and  city  or  town  councils  may 
contract  with  the  trustees  of  a  library  situated  outside  their  civic  divisions 
for  the  free  use  of  such  library  by  the  district  they  represent.  Tax  of  i 
mill  may  be  levied  to  meet  conditions  of  such  contract.  Amending  Code 
§422  &  sup.  to  Code  §729.  14,  5  Apr.  '06 

Cities  or  towns  of  6000  population  or  less  may  levy  a  tax  of  3  mills  on  the 
dollar  for  maintenance  of  free  public  library  [formerly  2  mills].  Amending 
sup.   to   Code    §732    and   Laws  of  30th  General  Assembly,  ch.38. 

3  I,  30  Mar.  '06 

Exempting  libraries  which  are  open  to  free  use  of  public  three  days  a  week, 
from  collateral  inheritance  tax.     Amending  Code  §1467.  55,  ro  Mar.  '06 

Public  archives  to  be  put  in  the  care  of  the  State  Library  and  the  State 
Historical  Department  10  years  after  date  of  current  use;  such  archives  to 
be  classified,  labeled  and  calendared;  rooms  in  the  new  Historical,  Memorial 
and  Art  Building  to  be  set  apart  as  Hall  of  Public  Archives;  $2000  a  year  for 
3  years  for  carrying  out  the  act.  Ainending  Code  ch.17,  title  13,  and  sup.  to 
Codech.i7-A.  142,  10  Apr. '06 

$4000  annually  to  the  Law  Department  of  State  Library  [formerly  $2500]. 
Amending  sup.  to  Code  §2881 -e.  143,  21  Mar.  '06 

Louisiana.  When  $10  shall  be  raised  by  patrons  and  friends  for  estab- 
lishing a  library  in  any  public  school  or  grade  of  such  school,  an  equal  sum 
shall  be  appropriated  for  the  same  purpose  by  the  parish  school  board;  or, 
when  $5  shall  similarly  be  raised  for  the  enlargement  of  any  such  library,  the 
school  board  shall  appropriate  not  less  than  $5  nor  more  than  $15  for  the 
same  purpose.  No  more  than  one  appropriation  to  be  made  to  any  one 
library.  Books  to  be  selected  from  lists  approved  by  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Education.  The  felonious  destruction  or  removal  of  such  library 
property  is  defined  as  larceny.  202,  12  July '06 

Maryland.  Governor  and  Senate  to  appoint  a  custodian  of  works  of 
reference  in  State  Library  for  two  years,  at  salary  of  $720  a  year. 

50,    S   Mar.    '06 

The  Governor  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature,  recommended  the  consid- 
eration of  the  establishment  of  a  department  of  legislative  reference. 

p. 37,  3  Jan.  '06 
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Massachusetts.  Appropriates  $2000  annually  to  Library  Commission  in 
aid  of  free  public  libraries,  especially  in  towns  not  exceeding  $600,000  valua- 
tion; aid  to  include  gifts  of  books,  personal  visits,  instruction  of  librarians 
and  such  other  help  as  commission  may  deem  advisable'.  183,  21  Mar. '06 

Committee  consisting  of  Secretary  of  State,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Records  and  State  Librarian  appointed  to  investigate  the  distribution  and 
use  of  state  documents  and  to  report  to  the  next  Legislature.     57,  28  Apr.  '06 

Mississippi.  State  Librarian  with  Governor  may  appoint  an  Assistant 
State  Librarian  at  salary  of  $600  a  year.  212,2  Jan.  '06 

New  Jersey.  Traveling  libraries  to  be  supplied  to  the  inmates  of  the  penal 
and  correctional  institutions  of  the  state ;  books  once  used  for  this  purpose  to 
be  kept  exclusively  for  such  use.  $1000  for  carrying  out  the  act.  Amending 
'98ch.i75.  115,  13  Apr.  '06 

Free  public  libraries  may  accept  gifts  or  bequests  of  art  objects  and  care  for 
them  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  gift  or  bequest.     Amending  '03  ch.150. 

8,  7  Mar.  '06 

New  York.  Provides  for  the  acquisition  of  site  and  for  the  erection  of  a 
building  to  house  the  Education  Department,  including  the  State  Library 
and  the  State  Museum.      $400,000  for  site  and  architectural  plans. 

681,  31  May  '06 

Increases  annual  appropriation  for  combined  expenses  of  State  Library, 
Library  School  and  Educational  Extension  irom  $136,488  to  $152,700. 

683,   31   May   '06 

The  State  Library  School  receives  its  first  direct  appropriation,  amounting 
to  $7900  plus  any  part  of  $3000  raised  from  its  tuition  fees.      683,  3 1  May  '06 

Salary  of  librarian  of  Supreme  Court  Library  at  Delhi  raised  from  $400  to 
$500  a  year.     Amending  '02  ch.i6.  64,  15  Mar.  '06 

Ohio.  State  Library  Commission  may  appoint  a  State  Library  Organizer 
whose  duty  shall  be  to  furnish  advice  and  instruction  to  persons  interested  in 
library  work,  to  visit  the  public  libraries  of  the  state,  to  assist  in  promoting 
and  starting  new  libraries  and  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  commission. 
Amending  Revised  Statutes  §348.  p-i94,  2  Apr.  '06 

County  commissioners  authorized  to  receive  gifts  and  bequests  for  main- 
tenance of  county  public  libraries;  they  may  contract  with  any  library 
organization  for  the  free  use  of  its  library  by  the  people  of  the  county;  and 
may  levy  a  tax  not  exceeding  J  mill  on  the  county  for  maintenance  of  county 
library  or  to  meet  terms  of  contract.     Amending  Revised  Statutes  §89 1  a. 

p. 194,  2  Apr.  '06 

Library  boards  are  authorized  to  issue  and  sell  bonds  to  provide  for  and 
furnish  library  buildings,  subject  to  vote  of  community.  Total  issue  of  such 
bonds  not  to  exceed  3^  mills  on  the  dollar  of  assessed  valuation.  Tax  not  to 
exceed  2^  tenths  mill  may  be  levied  to  provide  sinking  fund.  p. 260,  2  Apr.  '06 

Where  a  library  owned  by  a  private  association,  offers  its  privileges  free  to 
the  public,  the  township  authorities  may  levy  a  tax  not  to  exceed  h  mill  to 
compensate  the  association.  If  such  library  cease  to  operate  or  the  privi- 
lege be  withdrawn,  all  books  and  other  property  bought  with  proceeds  of  this 
tax  shall  revert  to  the  public.  P-47.  14  Mar. '06 

Boards  of  education  may  provide  free  library  for  city,  village,  township  and 
special  school  districts.  Provisions  of  the  act  of  1902  extended  to  libraries 
jointly  owned  by  two  or  more  school  districts.  Tax  of  i  mill  may  be  levied  on 
each  district.     Amending  '02  (ex.  sess.)  p. 8  §1.  p.244,  2  Apr.  '06 
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County  commissioners  to  provide  rooms  and  bookcases,  together  with 
light  and  heat,  for  the  Ubraries  of  county  law  library  associations,  at  expense 
of  county.  Books  and  furniture  of  such  libraries  exempt  from  taxation. 
Amending  Revised  Statutes  §2679.  p.  18,  26  Feb.  '06 

$q2oo  formerly  $8000  for  traveling  libraries. 

p. 38,  106,  5  Mar.  '06:  II  Apr.  '06 

Rhode  Island.  Provision  for  expressage  included  in  the  act  appropriating 
money  for  State  Library.     Amending  ch.28  §2.  1350.  20  Apr.  '06 

South  Carolina.  Special  act  providing  that  in  the  town  of  Union  there 
may  be  established  a  public  library  for  colored  people;  that  the  trustees  of 
such  library  shall  be  appointed  by  the  trustees  of  the  Union  Carnegie  Free 
Library ;  that  the  colored  people  must  provide  their  own  building  and  equip- 
ment; that  when  built  and  equipped,  a  "  just  and  suitable  amount  "  shall  be 
appropriated  by  the  aldermen  of  Union  for  its  support.  168,  21  Feb.  '06 

Virginia.  Governor  recommended  in  his  message,  the  establishment  of  a 
traveling  librar}?^  system  for  the  state,  the  granting  of  increased  compensation 
to  the  librarian  of  the  State  Library  and  his  chief  assistant,  and  that  legisla- 
tive sanction  be  given  to  the  plan  of  the  State  Librarian  for  the  rehabilitation 
of  the  history  of  the  state.  p. 11,  10  Jan.  '06 

Establishes  a  system  of  traveling  libraries  to  be  under  control  of  State 
Library  Board;  such  libraries  to  be  loaned  to  any  public  school  in  the  state, 
under  rules  prescribed  by  the  State  Library  Board ;  books  for  school  libraries 
to  be  approved  jointly  by  State  Library  Board  and  State  Board  of  Education. 
$7500  appropriated  to  establish  the  system,  of  which  not  more  than  $5000 
may  be  used  the  first  year.  129,  10  Mar.  '06 

Appropriates  $14,690  to  State  Library,  formerly  $7010.         113,    9  Mar.  '06 

Library  meetings 

New  York  (State)  Library  Association 
Library  week.     The  New  York  (State)  Library  Association  held 
its  1 6th  annual  meeting  at  TwiHght  Park  in  the  Catskills.  September 
24-29,  1906,  with  an  attendance  of  155. 

The  president's  address  was  delivered  by  Miss  Mary  W.  Plummer, 
who  emphasized  the  need  of  further  aggressive  work  for  library 
extension  in  this  State,  specifying  in  particular:  Work  in  behalf  of 
small  villages  and  rural  communities  now  without  library  privileges ; 
work  in  the  normal  schools  in  the  interest  of  bibliography  and 
librarianship ;  and  a  greater  degree  of  attention  to  the  libraries  of 
the  State's  penal,  reformatory  and  charitable  institutions. 
The  committee  on  library  institutes  reported  as  follows : 

Acting  under  the  instruction  of  the  association  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  your  committee  has  given  its  attention  to  holding  small 
informal  meetings  of  librarians  in  many  places,  with  the  distinct 
purpose  of  making  it  easier  for  all  to  attend  and  of  enlisting  the 
active  participation  of  all.  They  arranged  the  libraries  of  the  State, 
outside  of  New  York  city,  in  ^^  groups,  of  which  the  smallest  included 
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7  libraries  and  the  largest  21.  It  was  their  aim  to  bring  together  in 
each  case  those  who  could  conveniently  assemble  at  an  important 
center,  where  the  local  librarian  might  be  willing  to  act  as  leader  of 
the  group,  inviting  her  neighbors  to  spend  the  day  or  part  of  it. 

Communication  was  opened  at  once  with  each  group  leader, 
explaining  the  general  plan  by  a  printed  circular,  furnishing  the 
list  of  libraries  assigned  to  that  particular  group,  and  asking  this 
leader  to  write  to  each  of  the  others  and  extend  the  desired  invita- 
tion, by  use  of  a  printed  form  supplied  by  the  committee  if  preferred, 
sending  to  each  the  general  circular  and  reporting  promptly  and 
freely  to  the  committee. 

The  following  table  taken  from  the  Library  Journal  for  June 
gives  details  of  the  meetings : 

New  York  library  round  table  meetings  1906 


Date 


Libraries  I     Persons 


Visitor 


Troy May 

Albany June 

Chatham 

Gloversvillc April  25 

Herkimer May 

Rome 

Watertown 

Malone 

Port  Henry 

Sidney 

Binghamton 

Elmira 

Hornell 

Dunkirk 

Olean 

Syracuse 

Aubvirn 

Geneva _  .  .  . 

Canandaigua 

Rochester . 

Buffalo 

Middletown 

Kingston 

Poughkeepsie 

Irvington June 

Mt  Vernon 

Richmond  Hill 

Southold «...     June 

Bridgehampton 


15 

6 

7 

C.  Bacon 

2 

1 1 

16 

" 

I 

6 

20 

A.  L.  Peck  and  W.  R 
Eastman 

2S 

6 

U 

C.  Bacon 

17 

8 

16 

" 

22 

6 

12 

C.  M.  UnderhiU 

22 

7 

14 

C.  Bacon 

24 

5 

9 

" 

2?, 

5 

6 

i,S 

3 

8 

A.  Wynkoop 

16 

7 

10 

" 

17 

7 

10 

" 

18 

15 

32 

" 

22 

8   ' 

17 

" 

24 

7 

15 

" 

I'^ 

5 

14 

W.  R.  Eastman 

25 

5 

8 

" 

26 

5 

12 

" 

22 

5 

17 

" 

2,S 

9 

13 

" 

12 

12 

18 

E.  M.  Chandler 

2S 

5 

12 

H.  W.  Fison 

4 

4 

12 

I.  E.  Lord 

S 

5 

13 

" 

6 

10 

18 

F.  D.  Thomson 

t6 

6 

12 

L.  R.  Townsend 

17 

6 

6 

J.  F.  Hume 

I 

S 

25 

J.  A.  Rathbone 

8 

5 

7 

** 

194 


402 
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A  schedule  of  topics  suggested  for  the  round  tables  was  prepared 
and  sent  out,  and  from  this,  local  selection  of  the  topics  desired  was 
made.  The  list,  with  the  number  of  times  each  topic  was  chosen, 
is  as  follows : 

How  I  select  books iq    times 

Where  we  buy  books,  and  how i6 

Recent  books — 

New  fiction 3 

How  to  duplicate 2 

Reference  books  most  used 12 

What  not  to  bind 7 

Our  new  catalogue — 

Description  of  books  on  catalogue  cards 2 

Printed  catalogues 2 

Special  subject  lists  and  bulletins 2 

Items  needed  in  accession  book 2 

Mending  books 12 

Charging  by  cards i 

More  than  one  book  to  a  borrower 3 

Rural  delivery  of  books *  i 

Branch  libraries — 

Circulation  of  magazines 3 

Fines  and  penalties 3 

Hours  of  opening — 

Work  with  schools 10 

Children  in  the  library 15 

Subject  indexes 2 

Library  of  Congress  cards i 

Methods i 

What  we'can  dispense  with i 

The  mending  of  books  called  out  several  very  interesting  demon- 
strations by  experts.  Technical  subjects  were  generally  laid  aside 
and  personal  experience  was  in  request. 

This  was  a  particular!}^  happy  feature  of  these  meetings.  Libra- 
rians came  to  learn  what  other  librarians  were  doing  and  under  such 
conditions  it  was  easy  to  talk  and  profitable  to  listen.  While  the 
reports  received  by  your  committee  were  not  equally  enthusiastic 
there  was  a  tone  of  satisfaction  running  through  them  all.  Some 
persons  would  have  been  better  pleased  if  more  detailed  preparation 
for  the  meeting  had  been  made  but  no  one  regretted  the  effort  to  be 
present.  The  most  common  regret  was  that  more  were  not  able  to 
enjoy  the  privilege.  From  the  Buffalo  meeting  came  this  word  from 
the  Secretary  of  this  association,  also  a  member  of  this  committee, 
"  I  take  pleasure  in  telling  you  that  the  Library  Institute  was  a 
great  success.  It  was  the  only  library  institute  that  I  have  ever 
been  satisfied  with."  And  from  our  lamented  associate  and  friend 
Mr  Elmendorf  came  this  report:  "  There  was  great  interest 
manifested ;  all  the  visitors  talking,  and  seeming  to  find  satisfactory 
answers  to  all  their  problems.  .  .  Nearly  the  entire  number 
spent  the  whole  da}^  in  the  library  following  up  what  they  had 
started  at  the  round  table.  .  .  I  think  I  may  say  that  it  was 
one  of  the  most — -if  not  the  most — successful  institute,  or  round 
table  that  I  have  ever  seen.  .  .  To  Miss  Chandler's  energy, 
ability  and  kindness,  the  success  of  the  undertaking  was  mainly 
due." 
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Other  meetings  may  not  have  accompHshed  as  much  as  was 
gained  by  those  three  hours  at  Buffalo,  but  from  every  quarter  has 
come  the  same  story  of  cordial  and  profitable  interchange  of  views 
and  experiences.  This  series  of  meetings  seems  to  have  been  the 
opportunity  for  such  a  getting  together  as  the  librarians  of  our 
State  have  not  before  tried. 

Inqtiiring  into  the  causes  of  increased  attendance  we  notice  that 
the  distances  and  the  expense  were  less  than  before;  while  the 
personal  invitation  and  reply,  the  small  number  expected  at  any 
one  place,  the  brevity  and  informality  of  the  proceedings,  the 
consultation  with  each  as  to  topics  of  discussion  and  the  freedom 
of  the  "  open  house  "  appealed  to  librarians  and  made  it  easy  for 
them  to  go.  And  to  these  we  must  add  an  important  factor  in  the 
earnest  efforts  of  30  group  leaders  distributed  at  strategic  points, 
each  resolved  to  make  her  own  meeting  the  best.  To  many  libra- 
rians, no  doubt,  it  was  a  disappointment  not  to  be  able  to  attend 
and  we  are  expecting  that  good  reports  of  this  year's  meeting  will 
add  still  more  to  the  numbers  of  next  year. 

Among  the  gains  of  the  year  your  committee  would  place  this 
first  —  that  the  librarians  have  taken  an  important  step  toward 
knowing  each  other  and  understanding  each  other's  work,  and  that 
consequently  the  work  itself  has  assumed  new  importance  and  will 
be  better  done.  And  it  is  another  important  item  that  the  librarians 
themselves  are  in  the  movement;  inviting  the  guests,  leading  the 
discussions,  and  every  one  taking  part.  There  is  no  doubt  great 
value  in  lectures  and  addresses,  if  they  are  good.  But  there  is  also 
a  peculiar  power  in  that  general  participation  to  which  every  one 
contributes.  The  arousing  of  interest  is  the  first  necessity,  and  if 
■we  have  come  a  little  nearer  to  it  by  the  form  given  to  our  appeals 
this  year  we  may  confidently  look  for  more  substantial  advances  in 
the  future. 

By  vote  of  the  association  last  year  your  committee  was  author- 
ized to  draw  on  the  treasury  for  $125  for  expenses.  After  paying 
for  their  own  printing  and  postage  they  met  all  bills  presented  by 
the  local  group  leaders,  and  the  traveling  expenses  of  all  visitors 
not  in  State  employ. 

The  total  amount  paid  was  $43.24.  They  will  increase  this  if 
this  report  should  be  printed. 

While  announcing  their  readiness  to  respond  to  requests  from  any 
source,  for  aid  in  public  meetings  in  the  library  interest,  the  com- 
mittee awaited  local  action  and  no  such  meeting  has  been  held,  to 
their  knowledge,  during  the  year.  Having  canvassed  the  State 
pretty  thoroughly  in  the  four  preceding  years,  we  were  not  in  a 
position  to  urge  a  meeting  of  this  character,  though  we  fully  believe 
in  its  value  when  locally  promoted  and  sustained. 

So  far  as  your  committee  is  informed  only  one  of  the  local  library 
clubs,  the  Hudson  River  Club  at  Albany,  has  been  in  formal  session 
during  the  year.  We  hope  that  several  others  will  hold  meetings 
in  the  next  three  months,  and  it  will  naturally  fall  to  this  committee 
to- remind  thtem  of  the  importance  of  this.     In  every  part  of  the 
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State  there  is  need  of  both  the  round  table  and  the  club.  The 
larger  body  must  stand  behind  and  give  strength  to  the  smaller, 
^nd  it  will  be  eminently  its  place  to  make  the  public  appeal. 

It  is  desirable  also  that  the  word  should  go  out  that  these  groups 
of  libraries  which  have  been  brought  into  relations  with  each  other 
in  round  table  work  need  not  be  in  the  least  dependent  on  the  appoint- 
ments of  a  State  committee  but  may  find  great  pleasure  and  profit 
in  meeting  among  themselves  whenever  and  wherever  they  please, 
on  the  invitation  of  any  one  of  their  number.  Having  caught  the 
idea  they  have  no  need  to  wait  for  other  incentive  when  they  are 
moved  to  assemble.  And  if  in  view  of  such  a  gathering  at  any 
time  of  the  year  your  committee  should  be  invited  to  be  present 
or  to  send  a  visitor,  there  will  certainly  be  a  hearty  response.  The 
libraries  can  do  far  more  for  themselves  than  any  outside  power 
can  do  for  them,  an^  this  should  be  distinctly  recognized  as  the 
spirit  of  this  work. 

There  is  a  class  of  librarians  who  have  found  it  difficult  to  respond 
to  the  invitations  because  the  round  tables  have  not  been  held  on 
Saturday.  We  refer  to  the  school  librarians  who  are  teachers  five 
days  of  the  week.  Saturday  is  a  day  when  the  public  librarian  is 
too  busy  for  a  journey.  So  it  is  hard  to  bring  the  two  classes 
together.  Might  we  not  suggest  that  some  librarians,  who  may  or 
may  not  be  group  leaders  according  to  the  present  arrangement, 
may  find  it  possible  without  interfering  with  other  duties,  to  invite 
neighboring  school  librarians  for  a  Saturday  morning's  talk  on 
library  work.  October  would  be  the  very  season  for  carrying  out 
such  a  plan  and  this  is  recommended  to  next  year's  committee  for 
immediate  action. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  New 
York  Library  Association,  September  29,  1906: 

1  We  are  gratified  with  the  report  of  the  committee  on  library 
institutes  that  in  29  library  round  table  meetings  in  different  parts 
of  the  State  there  have  been  brought  together  during  the  past  year 
402  persons  representing  194  libraries,  an  advance  of  more  than  50% 
on  the  number  reached  by  the  eight  institute  meetings  of  the 
previous  year,  and  we  recommend  the  continuance  for  another 
year  of  this  plan  of  numerous  and  small  informal  gatherings  with 
the  supervision  of  an  appointed  visitor  at  each 

2  We  urge  upon  librarians  who  have  not  attended  round  table 
meetings  to  avail  themselves  of  future  opportunities  to  do  so, 
assuring  them  that,  even  if  it  costs  an  effort  to  be  present  and 
contribute  to  the  success  of  these  neighborly  gatherings,  they  will 
be  abundantly  repaid,  not  only  by  a  wider  acquaintance  with 
library  methods,  but  also  by  the  new  light  in  which  their  work  will 
be  placed,  by  the  new  spirit  in  which  it  will  be  done  and  by  the 
sympathy  of  new  found  friends. 

3  We  call  the  attention  of  library  trustees  to  the  advantage 
which  comes  to  the  library  in  the  stimulus  and  new  interest  gained 
bv  the  librarian  in  such  meetings,  an  advantage  which  is  amply 
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su^clent  to  justify  on  their  part  the  allowance  of  time  and  the 
payment  of  expenses  necessary  to  secure  such  attendance. 

4  We  would  encourage  the  frequent  meeting  of  small  groups  of 
librarians  wherever  convenient  and  without  regard  to  the  plans  of 
the  State  committee,  promising  cordial  assistance  to  all  such 
gatherings  as  the  occasion  is  made  known  to  our  officers  or  com- 
mittee. 

5  We  recommend  that  librarians  who  find  it  possible  to  do  so, 
invite  neighboring  school  librarians  to  visit  them  occasionally  on  a 
Saturday  for  consultation  on  library  work,  and  the  committee  is 
instructed  to  include  this  feature  in  its  plans  for  the  State. 

6  We  urge  upon  the  officers  of  local  library  clubs,  organized  in 
connection  with  the  institute  movement,  the  importance  of  con- 
tinuing the  club  organization  as  the  basis  and  rallying  point  for  the 
more  scattered  work  of  round  tables,  and  we  recommend  a  club 
meeting  at  least  once  a  year  in  the  fall  or  early  winter  with  a  distinct 
appeal  to  public  interest  in  the  place  where  it  is  held. 

7  The  committee  on  library  institutes  is  authorized  to  pay  from 
funds  of  the  association  the  expenses  of  its  work  for  the  coming 
year. 

8  The  committee  on  librs.ry  institutes  is  authorized  to  print 
2000  copies  of  its  annual  report  and  send  copies  to  each  public 
library  in  the  State. 

Other  topics  of  discussion.  Miss  Helen  E.  Haines  of  the  Library 
Journal  read  a  paper  on  The  Effect  of  Civil  Service  on  Library 
Efficiency.  Miss  Sarah  B.  Askew,  Library  Organizer  of  the  New 
Jersey  Commission,  presented  a  paper  on  The  Problems  of  a  Small 
Town  Library.  Mr  Arthur  E.  Bostwick  of  the  New  York  Public 
Library  read  a  paper  on  The  Love  of  Books  as  a  Basis  of  I^ibrarian- 
ship.  Miss  Anna  H.  Perkins  of  the  Ilion  Public  Library  read  a 
paper  on  Women's  Clubs  and  Libraries  in  New  York  State.  Mr  W. 
F.  Seward  of  the  Binghamton  Public  Library  gave  an  address  on 
Systematic  Advertising  for  Small  Libraries. 

Two  round  tables  were  held,  at  which  were  discussed  Encourage- 
ments in  Library  Work,  and  New  Methods  and  Ideas. 

A'^memorial  resolution  was  passed  on  the  death  of  Mr  Henry  L. 
Elmendorf,  late  librarian  of  the  Buffalo  Public  Library.  Resolu- 
tions were  also  passed,  urging  that  an  index  be  supplied  to  the 
Ecclesiastical  Records:  State  of  New  York,  and  expressing  to  the 
New  York  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  the  association's 
appreciation  of  the  part  taken  by  women's  clubs  in  the  formation 
and  encouragement  of  public  libraries  in  this  State. 

The  following  recommendations  of  the  executive  committee  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

I      The   New   York   Library  Association  at  its   annual   meeting 
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voted  it  desirable  that  the  Education  Department  of  New  York 
State  should  prepare  and  have  published  a  detailed  and  minute 
statement,  in  form  convenient  for  reference,  of  the  library  conditions 
of  the  State. 

2  Further,  the  New  York  Library  Association  calls  the  attention 
of  the  State  Education  Department  to  the  need  of  an  investigation 
of  and  report  on  the  libraries  of  the  penal,  reformatory  and  char- 
itable institutions  of  the  State,  and  suggests  the  provision  of  further 
facilities  for  this  work  if  present  ones  are  not  sufficient. 

3  The  association  expresses  to  the  State  Education  Department 
its  sense  of  the  desirability  of  ample  facilities  for  the  work  of 
organization  and  reorganization  ^of  the  smaller  libraries  of  the 
State  and  for  the  founding  of  libraries  in  localities  without  free 
library  resources. 

4  Recommended  that  representatives  of  the  educational  organ- 
izations of  the  State  be  invited  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the 
association  and  to  take  part  in  its  discussions. 

5  Recommended  that  the  association  request  the  Normal 
Principals'  Council  to  receive  at  its  convenience  a  committee  of  the 
New  York  Library  Association  to  present  a  communication  from 
the  association  relative  to  the  teaching  of  the  use  of  books  in  the 
normal  school  courses  of  the  State. 


OFFICERS  1906-1907 

President,  Walter  L.  Brown,  Buffalo 
Vice  President,  James  L  Wyer,  Jr,  Albany 
Secretary,  Theresa  Hitchler,  Brooklyn 
Treasurer,  Edwin  W.  Gaillard,  New  York 

Fuller  reports  of  the  meeting  are  in  the  Library  Journal,  October 
1906,  pages  722-28,  and  Public  Libraries,  November  1906,  pages 
520-23. 

Local  associations 

Hudson  River  Library  Club.  A  meeting  was  held  at  the  State 
Librar}^  Albany,  March  14,  1906.  Subjects  discussed  were: 
Reference  Books  for  a  Sinall  Library;  Genealogical  Books  for  a 
Small  Library;  The  Relation  of  the  State  Library  to  the  Small 
Libraries  of  the  District.  Officers  1906-7:  President,  George  G. 
Champlin;  Secretary,  Miss  Celia  M.  Houghton;  Treasurer,  Miss 
Jane  Brower.  The  meeting  is  reported  in  Library  Journal,  April 
1906,  page  182,  and  Public  Libraries,  April  1906,  page  213. 

Long  Island  Library  Club.  Five  meetings  were  held  during  the 
year;  date,  place  and  subject  of  each  were  as  follows: 

October  27,  1905,  at  DeKalb  branch  of  Brooklyn  Public  Library. 
Making  the  Library  Known;  Some  Notes  on  Recent  Books. 
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January  ii,  1906,  joint  meeting  with  the  New  York  Library  Club 
at  General  Theological  Seminary,  New  York  city.     Bibliography. 

February  15,  1906,  at  Pratt  Institute  Free  Library.  Coopera- 
tion in  Library  Publishing. 

April  27,  1906,  at  the  Auditorium  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
County  of  Kings.     Library  Resources  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens. 

Ma}^  17,  1906,  at  Erasmus  Hall  High  School,  Flatbush.  "Apolo- 
getics." 

Officers  for  1906-7:  President,  Miss  Eleanor  B.  Woodruff ;  Vice 
President,  Herbert  W.  Fison;  Secretary,  Miss  Mildred  A.  Collar; 
Treasurer,  Miss  Mary  A.  Kingsbury. 

For  fuller  reports  of  these  meetings  see  Library  Journal,  November 
1905,  pages  878-79;  February-March,  May-June  1906,  pages  86-87, 
130—31,  228—29,  281. 

New  York  Library  Club.  Six  meetings  were  held  during  the 
year;  date,  place  and  subject  of  each  were  as  follows: 

October  12,  1905,  at  General  Theological  Seminary.     Printing. 

November  9,  1905,  at  General  Theological  Seminary.  Illustra- 
tion. 

January  11,  1906,  at  General  Theological  Seminary.  Bibliog- 
raphy. 

March  8,  1906,  at  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University.  Book- 
binding. 

April  17,  1906,  at  the  Aldine  Association,  118  Fifth  Av.  Annual 
dinner. 

May  ID,  1906,  at  the  Charity  Organization  Society  rooms. 
Mission  of  Humor. 

Officers  for  1906-7:  President,  John  S.  Bilhngs;  Vice  President, 
Victor  H.  Paltsits;  Treasurer,  Edward  Harmon  Virgin;  Secretary, 
Miss  Alice  Wilde. 

For  fuller  reports  see  Library  Journal,  November-DecembeE 
1905,  pages  879,  942-43;  February,  April-June  1906,  pages  86-87, 
182—83,  229,  281-82. 

Conclusion.  The  library  situation  is  full  of  promise.  Books  are 
abundant,  reading  rooms  are  frequented  and  circulation  increases 
more  and  more  rapidly  from  year  to  year.  There  is  a  growing  dis- 
position to  sustain  the  free  library  and  yet  its  value  and  function 
are  but  vaguely  understood.  Many  intelligent  people  fail  to  see 
the  reason  for  providing  a  supply  of  books  at  public  expense. 
They  are  impressed  only  by  the  gratification  of  the  reader  and 
overlook  the  facts  that  the  right  use  of  a  good  book  makes  the 
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reader  a  better,  stronger  and  more  valuable  citizen,  drawing  out  the 
best  that  is  in  him,  and  that  the  free  library,  following  the  free 
school,  is  a  training  for  good  citizenship  which  a  free  state  can  not 
afford  to  neglect. 

One  thing  we  must  do.  We  must  see  to  it  that  our  libraries  are 
good  libraries.  Large  circulation  is  only  a  menace  if  the  influence 
is  bad.  In  the  effort  to  secure  a  proper  standard  of  work,  the 
bounty  of  the  State,  offered  on  conditions  of  approval,  gives  us 
peculiar  advantage.  Hence  we  must  not  fail  to  be  in  touch  person- 
ally and  officially  with  all  local  movements  for  libraries  wherever 
we  can  find  or  produce  them  and  do  our  best  to  make  the  libraries 
good. 

Our  libraries  must  be  not  only  good  libraries  but  handled  by 
capable  officers.  The  personality  and  skill  of  the  librarian  count 
largely.  We  must  therefore  use  every  means  possible  to  develop  a 
high  standard  of  librarianship.  Our  Library  School  is  a  force  in 
this  direction,  but  country  libraries  can  seldom  afford  to  pay  highly 
trained  experts.  Their  librarians  inust  grow  expert  by  practice. 
But  we  can  and  should  bring  them  together  occasionally  as  the 
State  gathers  teachers  in  institutes,  and  give  them  the  best  that 
can  be  offered  by  experienced  workers  in  the  same  line.  It  may 
not  be  amiss  to  consider  the  question  of  issuing  at  some  time  in  the 
future  a  graded  certificate  of  qualification  to  the  librarian  of  every 
library  using  the  public  money.  The  matter  is  serious  and  deseives 
careful  study. 

The  "braveling  library  is  a  temporary  substitute  for  the  public 
library,  with  the  peculiar  advantage  of  being  ablg  to  go  anywhere  at 
short  notice  and  to  open  the  way  for  the  larger  institution.  It 
carries  to  many  places  books  of  a  high  class  that  would  not  find 
their  way  to  the  same  community  by  any  other  agency.  It  renders 
the  most  helpful  service  to  studious  people.  With  it  go  the  pictures 
that  illustrate  and  broaden  immensely  the  meaning  of  the  books. 
The  wall  pictures  give  out  their  suggestive  and  inspiring  influences 
the  3^ear  round  in  schoolhouses  and  libraries.  The  study  clubs 
represent  an  energetic  element  in  each  community,  organized  to 
promote  a  larger  intelligence  and  ready  to  take  up  and  push  forward 
every  enterprise  for  common  betterment  and  enlargement. 

These  all  work  together  and  claim  the  appreciation  and  support 

of  the  State. 

Respectfully  submitted 

W.  R.  Eastman 
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